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Unley High School 2010 Annual Report 

For one hundred years Unley High School has continued to provide local, public education of the best 
quality. We are a comprehensive high school with many programs—including rowing, volleyball, 
basketball, performing arts, sport, languages, technology and diverse academic programs in all 
disciplines—that prepare our students for their chosen pathways. Students attending our school work in 
a context of long established traditions and expectations that lead to high achievement. 

Our inner suburban campus has many modern facilities. Our staff is both highly skilled and most 
enthusiastic. Our students have every opportunity to do their best work, to excel in study and in sport. 

We welcome students to Unley High School, where the well-being and success of every student lies at the 
heart of all our work. 
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The School Year 

Throughout 2010 we celebrated our Centenary, the school having started in rooms in Unley Primary 

School in 1910. Key events included the “Kick Off” launch at the school in February, the May weekend 

during which we held a Gala Dinner, an Open Day, and a Centenary Assembly, a Centenary Rowing Club 

dinner following the Head of the River, the Greek Parents Centenary Spring Dance, and a Fair in 

November – and many old scholars participated in all events, enriching our celebrations with their 

knowledge, experience and charm. Many thanks particularly to Kathleen Dodgson, Sonya Parkin, 

Rosemary Wright and their tireless teams of parent helpers and committee members. 

 We continue to benefit from the three strong parent groups in the school, the Rowing Club, the Wellbeing 
Committee, and the Greek Parent Committee. Each year these groups bind several hundred people to our 

school through their activities and commitment to support our students.  

School Sport remains a focus for many students, and, on the strength of our 2009 efforts, this year we 

held the Howard Mutton Perpetual Sports Trophy, recognizing our high participation rate and 

considerable success. Our volleyball and basketball teams trained assiduously all year and participated in 

their national school championships, volleyball in Melbourne, and basketball in Bendigo. Our old 

scholars serve the school well as coaches for these events, and also field their own soccer teams in local 

competitions. 

Again our students presented many entries in the Oliphant Science Awards, where they won many 

prizes, and a small group of Year 11 students participated with great success in the Chem Car 

competition. 

International students enrich our school with their insights and customs, which we enjoy particularly 

during our Multicultural Week celebrations. Our visitors from Otaki High School joined us for the 

International Food Fair and the Multicultural Fashion Parade. All students and staff in the school relish 

these events. Two teachers, Marisa Peluso and Karin Wichmann, escorted thirteen students to France 

for four weeks, where they experienced the French language “up close and personal”, heavy snow falls, 

and an unbelievable array of experiences among the sights and riches that only France can offer. At the 

end of 2009 our World Challenge participants returned from Vietnam and Cambodia, where they spent 

four weeks trekking, working in an Orphanage, and shopping. Our school also maintains contact with its 

sister schools, Wu Ai Senior High School and MinHang Number 2 Senior High School, both in Shanghai, 

and Otaki High School, south of Tokyo. 

In 2010 our Remembrance Day assembly gained a special Centenary focus. Year 12 student Lauren Binns 

organized Rosemary bushes struck from Gallipoli stock, for a special monument to the old scholars of 

our first intake of students who fought in World War 1. These Rosemary bushes are planted near the 

Performing Arts Centre, beside an area paved with paving bricks purchased by families of the school. A
 Time Capsule was buried nearby. 
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One of our many outstanding achievers, old scholar Prime Minister, Julia Gillard, visited the school on 

several occasions, and gave inspiring speeches to students about her school days, about the path 

through life she had steered and how she had built upon her education and the support of communities 

she valued. Students and staff who were present will remember her warmth and desire to connect again 

with our school. We will remember, also, the election of recent past student Kelly Vincent, to the 

Legislative Council, and we wish her well in her career. 

The school performed its bi-annual musical, Grease, in the Scott Theatre in Adelaide, and a hundred 

students were enriched by their efforts to mount this colourful production. 

Other programs for which we thank students and staff for their commitment and involvement include 

Plain English Speaking Awards, Debating, many senior drama performances, Outdoor Education camps, 

including cross-country skiing, Operation Flinders, Pedal Prix, Visual Arts Study Tour to Canberra, the Design 

students’ study tour to Melbourne, the Big Day In, Mathematics competitions, Animal Welfare Group, 

Environment Group, the Social Justice Group, Tournament of the Minds, Duke of Edinburgh, Premier’s Reading 

Challenge, Year 9 Ski trip, a semi-formal for Year 11 students, another fabulous Year 12 Formal at the 

Convention Centre, Air Force Cadets, and the Mid-Autumn Festival.  

In 2010 the Council of Australian Secondary Tourism Teachers acknowledged Karin Wichmann, 

presenting her with the Award for Service in Communications.  The DD Harris Award was presented to 

Bruce Stopp for his passion and commitment to teaching Geography. Mark Dempster (Maths) and Jo van 

der Zwaag (Chemistry) were both nominated for National Excellence in Teaching Awards. Deputy Head 

Prefect Hayley Adams was awarded a medallion in the Student Citizenship Awards 2010.  We 

acknowledge and congratulate Simon Blacket, who achieved five merits in the 2009 SACE. We also 

recognize the effort, skills and commitment of all teachers and students who worked to make our school 
so successful in 2010.  Outstanding careers finished in 2010, and we celebrated the lifelong work of 

Andreas Botsaris, Helen Torr, Ian Morony, Rob Lane, and Jackie Mussared. 
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School Council Report 

The 2010 school year was a very special year in the life of Unley High School. The school celebrated its 

centenary year in style with:  

 A very successful fundraising quiz night late in 2009.  

 An outstanding kick off event early in 2010 attended by many notable past students as well as present 

students and their parents and friends 

 A spectacular gala centenary dinner followed by a successful open day and old scholars assembly 

 A very successful fair to close out the centenary celebrations. 

It is fitting to pay tribute to the major events committee, ably chaired by Ms Kathleen Dodgson, and 

comprised of School Council members, school staff, students and other interested parents for an 

outstanding job. 

After many teething issues, the school’s wireless network system is now fully functional and the school is 

ready to begin the process of really moving to a 1-1 computer to student ratio. This has been a long and 

drawn out process and thanks must be directed to the ICT committee who have never lost focus on 

achieving the final goal. 

The shade structures that were commissioned as part of the BER funding in 2009 have been erected and 

have provided great value over the summer period. 

Council would like to offer its congratulations to the students of the class of 2009 who recorded an 

outstanding set of results.  Unley continues to provide students with a safe, supportive environment where 

striving to succeeed and to produce one’s best is valued and encouraged. The 2010 year 12 cohort was the 

final group to complete there schooling under the old SACE, and they too have produced some exceptional 

results. The 2010 year 11 students are the first group to complete a full year of the new SACE. Unley has 

spared no effort to ensure that teachers received the required support to implement the new SACE in a 

manner that gave students the best possible chance of success.  

The format of School Council meetings was changed during 2010. Meetings started earlier and the changed 

format prevented them from becoming too prolonged, while still allowing time for covering the important 

business that arose. The result has been some lively discussion about many different educational topics and 

about aspects of school policy and management. During the year we have had presentations from many of 

the school’s curriculum leaders. It has been interesting and enlightening to hear at first hand what directions 

are being taken in ongoing curriculum development and to hear about new and emerging methodologies 

and technologies to keep students engaged in their learning. The many sub-committees of the council have 

again been very active. The sub-committees provide a real opportunity for parents to be actively involved in 

the life of the school, and to provide valuable input about community needs and views. 

On behalf of the council I would like to express our appreciation to the school staff, who work so tirelessly to 

provide such a positive, supportive environment for our students to learn in. I would like to express my 

personal appreciation to all members of the council and its sub-committees for their effort, dedication and 

support throughout the year.  It has been a privilege to be associated with such a professional group of 

people, especially in such an important year in the school’s history.

 

Graham Adams  
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Development Priorities 

Unley High School had 2 Goals for development in 2010 

1. Increase student Engagement and Achievement 

2. Increase Community Connection 

 

1 All staff were surveyed during 2009 and identified that there was a need to increase student 

engagement and achievement.   

A range of strategies were developed to do this.  

 Each Learning Area and Program Leader agreed to develop a plan that targeted areas for improvement.   

6 out of 22 completed their plan.  These will be completed in Term 1 of 2011. 

Attendance was identified as an issue influencing engagement and achievement.  Daymap, a learner 

management system, was purchased to assist, monitor and support attendance. 

Professional Development needs for leaders and teachers have been identified and plans developed. 

An additional position, Senior Leader, Learning Technologies, was filled. 

Students will be asked to assist us to identify aspects of teaching that assist their engagement and 

achievement. 

Targets for improvement have been set. 

 

2 A parent forum in 2009 and parent opinion data indicated that parents wanted to have more 

opportunities to be involved in the life of the school and to support their child’s achievement.  

A range of strategies were introduced to address this issue.  

Each Learning Area and Program Leader agreed to develop a plan that targeted areas for improvement.   

Our Centenary Celebrations were designed to encourage the participation and involvement of past and 

present staff and students.  Many thousand people attended events – the Kick off, Open Day, Rowing 

Club Dinner, Gala Dinner, Art Exhibition, Principal’s Assembly, Greek Dance and Centenary Fair.    

A parent involvement group, consisting of 25 parents grew out of our already established wellbeing 

group.  This group planned sessions for parents that they believed would be useful.  Sixty parents 
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attended a Cyber bullying session run in Term 2 and approximately 80 parents attended the Safe 

Partying session held in term 3.   

Parent representatives were identified in each Year 8 Home group.  These parents set up 

communication mechanisms and in some cases held social functions for parents and students. 

The school developed a Plumbing Pathway in conjunction with the Plumbing Industry of South Australia.  

This provides 20 students with onsite access to a vocational pathway.  

 

The school's Development Priorities remain the same for the 2011 school year.

 

Our school has developed a detailed plan to focus our actions and resource allocation. 
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Enrolment 2008 - 2010

 

 

 

 

 

 

Enrolment

84.477.982.387.5

103.4111.0108.694.9

110.5102.8105.999.5

101.0101.0101.896.7

11 to 12

10 to 11

09 to 10

08 to 09

IndexDECSRegionSchool

2009/2010

Apparent Progression Ratios

Apparent Retention Rates

2009 81.4 76.5 69.1 91.5

2010 75.8 83.8 75.2 91.0

2008 68.4 68.4 64.7 85.1

Year 8-12 Full Time 2008 - 2010

School Region DECS Index

2009 95.6 86.0 79.5 98.0

2010 83.4 91.1 84.2 95.5

2008 84.6 77.2 75.3 91.3

Year 8-12 FTE 2008 - 2010

School Region DECS Index

1155.31204.11207.9Enrolment (FTE)

201020092008

Enrolment 2008 - 2010

ESL 7.2% 8.0% 13.6% 13.2%

Disabilities 2.6% 8.5% 9.1% 4.0%

School Card 9.1% 23.0% 28.3% 12.3%

NESB 12.5% 7.2% 10.5% 11.3%

ATSI 0.3% 2.5% 5.1% 0.9%

Specific Population Enrolment 2010

School Region DECS Index
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Enrolment has remained within a narrow band for the past decade. Demand for places in the school continues to be strong. Evidence suggests that families move into our zone to gain enrolment to the school.
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Attendance Rate 2010 Absence Rate 2010

010200

320635110

Exclusion

Suspension

FMFMFM

201020092008

Behaviour Management 2008 - 2010

Behaviour Management - Term 2

1.01.01.01.01

1.21.31.31.123

Exclusion

Suspension

IndexDECSRegionSchoolNo

Behaviour Management Ratio 2010

Students to Incidents

Attendance - Semester 1

Students
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Attendance and behaviour management data remains positive in comparison with Region and State data.  Even so, the school has a strong focus on improving student attendance and engagement. In 2011, DayMap, a learner management computer program, will be installed to improve our capacity to monitor attendance and to support students.
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The school SACE results remain significantly above the State average. None the less, we aim
to improve these and we have set targets that will guide our training and development.



2010 NAPLAN RESULTS Year 9

School band summary
The counts and percentage of students in each band for each NAPLAN test.

 Below National Minimum Standard 
(%)

At National 
Minimum 

Standard (%)

Above National Minimum Standard (%)

Exempt Band 5 and Below Band 6 Band 7 Band 8 Band 9 Band 10 and 
Above

Count Percent Count Percent Count Percent Count Percent Count Percent Count Percent Count Percent

Numeracy 2 1.0% 3 1.4% 28 13.4% 65 31.1% 63 30.1% 30 14.4% 18 8.6%

Reading 2 0.9% 8 3.8% 36 17.1% 47 22.3% 69 32.7% 34 16.1% 15 7.1%

Writing 2 0.9% 15 7.1% 40 19.0% 48 22.7% 58 27.5% 29 13.7% 19 9.0%

Grammar 2 0.9% 7 3.3% 17 8.1% 52 24.6% 70 33.2% 29 13.7% 34 16.1%

Spelling 2 0.9% 6 2.8% 22 10.4% 57 27.0% 66 31.3% 44 20.9% 14 6.6%

 School mean score and standard deviation
The school mean scores and standard deviation for groups of students in each NAPLAN test.
Means and standard deviations are shown only for groups with 5 or more students.

All Students Male Female LBOTE

Mean 
Result

Standard 
Deviation

Mean 
Result

Standard 
Deviation

Mean 
Result

Standard 
Deviation

Mean 
Result

Standard 
Deviation

Numeracy 594.3 61.5 598.8 61.3 587.6 61.5 602.4 65.1

Reading 588.8 64.9 580.1 65.0 601.8 62.9 587.7 66.1

Writing 579.9 77.4 568.3 76.6 597.6 75.6 587.6 78.6

Grammar 605.5 71.8 593.3 70.7 624.1 69.7 610.5 63.6

Spelling 593.9 65.7 585.6 66.7 606.4 62.4 610.6 67.7

Mean scores over time

576.0

580.0

584.0

588.0

592.0

596.0

600.0

604.0

608.0

612.0

Numeracy Reading Writing

Test Years
2008
2009
2010

 2008 2009 2010

Numeracy 596.9 607.7 594.3

Reading 604.0 605.1 588.8
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NAPLAN results over time reflect different groups of students. While our results continue above the State norm, we are using these scores to set targets and to guide school development in our ongoing work to improve the achievement of our students. 
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We aim to decrease the percentage of students achieving D and E grades in Years 8, 9, and 10 in 2011.



REGION COMPARISON STATE COMPARISON

Comparison of Aggregated School Opinion to Region and State Values (top 25%, middle 50%, lower 25%)

DECS Parent, Student and Staff Opinion Survey - 

0797   Unley High School
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
 The black diamond represents current score, and the white dot your previous result. 

2010 Annual Report    15

0150455
Typewritten Text

0150455
Typewritten Text
The sample of staff contributing to the survey in the previous year was small, and this led to a distorted result.
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