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From the Principal

Head Prefects Grace Lo Basso and Nic Danell, had the honour of 
representing Unley High School and meeting His Excellency the 
Governor Hieu Van Le and Mrs Lan Le, at the 2017 Governor's 
Reception for Secondary School Student Representatives.               
The Governor delivered an inspiring speech regarding the 
importance of student leadership, after which students were able 
to explore the beautiful and historic Government House while 
networking with student leaders from other schools.

Nic Dannell    Head Prefect 2017

In this newsletter you will read about the great success of the ‘Transient’ exhibition. The 
Visuals Arts team led by Trish Colman saw the culmination of many months of work by Unley 
High School students and teachers, and those from Mitcham Primary School and Colonel 
Light Gardens Primary School to create an amazing installation which literally ‘glued’ stronger 
connections between our school communities. The Multicultural Food Fair also proved to be 
a lively and delicious affair. Teams of students worked with professionalism and cultural pride 
to prepare and serve food representing some of the 59 cultural backgrounds at our school. A 
warm thank you goes to all staff and parents who also contributed. The recent Greek Spring 
Dance celebrated more cultural richness, and will be covered in the next Newsletter.

Unley High School students have contributed successfully within the wider community, too, representing our school 
and the Department of Education and Child Development as Student Volunteers at the 68th International Astronautical 
Congress.  IAC is the largest international convention South Australia has held, profiling SA and its space economy to 
an international audience. This showcases future-focused space technology and exploration, supports students to 
engage in STEM learning and experience an international STEM context and explore their possible future pathways. 
Another opportunity for students is in the reinvigoration of the The Duke of Edinburgh’s International Award at UHS. 
As a member of the Award Community, we access learning modules to help deliver the Award, and stay connected 
with other members of the Award family across the globe. About 12 students are on board so far.

Adelaide University invited Unley High School to be the first school in SA to judge the Student Choice awards at the 
recent 3M (Three Minute) Thesis event at the new Medical and Health Sciences Building. What a great honour and 
an enriching experience for the 15 students from Years 10 and 11 who took part. They chose a thesis based on the 
examination of predatory accuracy in dragonflies which has potential in both gaming and weaponry applications.
Sporting successes have seen Boys Volleyball A team win the grand final, and the Year 8/9 Touch team take out the 
competition. Tim Shortt has taken over as Sports Manager from Anna Henderson and is settling into the role well. 
In other Staffing news, Business Manager Betty Smith retires at the end of term. We thank her for her invaluable 
three year contribution to our school. We welcome David Messer (Biology/ Nutrition), Tom Keough (PE/ English) and 
Andrew Michelmore (English/ HASS)to permanent teaching roles, and in 2018 the new HPE coordinator Samantha 
Kondraciuk takes over the role from Casey Freeman who has won the Senior Leader promotion with us. 
In Facilities news, the Solar project will get underway toward the end of Term 4 with the installation of 100 kw of 
panels to provide for most of the schools’ power needs. After the exams, the demolition of the STEM project area 
should begin. 
Subject Reports were sent home with students on Friday 29 September, and outstanding efforts and results were 
noted across all year levels. Our Stage 2 students are working toward final assessments and examinations, and we 
wish them all the best for their Graduation and these final weeks of their Secondary Education. I hope you enjoy the 
selection of Unley High School successes in this Newsletter.   Brenda Harris    Principal



EXCELLENCE    RESPECT    DIVERSITY   COMMUNITY

UNLEY HIGH SCHOOL
Year 11 Semi Formal
The Semi Formal was a fantastic night full of great food, dancing, fun and excitement. This year the Year 11 Semi 
Formal was held on 31 August at the Stamford Grand Hotel in Glenelg. Upon arrival all of the guests looked lovely 
and enjoyed mock-tail refreshments. A sit down three course meal followed. Guests were welcomed by Lily 
Eccleston and Kathryn McCloy. Photo booths were open throughout the night, and students made good use of 
them.
Some light-hearted awards were presented to students who were voted most deserving by their peers in our year 
level. The evening was a huge success with special thanks going to Ms Dougherty and Mr Martin along with the 
Semi Formal committee. 
It will be remembered as one of the exciting highlights of Year 11 and we are all looking forward to the Year 12 
Formal next year.
Hannah Armour,  Year 11 student
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Middle School Biennale - TRANSIENT
Australian and Internationally renowned artists Alfredo and Isabel Aqulizan’s In-Habit Project was the initial inspiration 
for the Middle School  Biennale exhibition. Having migrated from the Phillipines, they have explained through their 
many artworks, the meaning of ‘home’ and a sense of ‘belonging’; finding and defining the notion of ‘identity’, and 
dealing with the hardships of journey and displacement. 
Using the Kitchener Street Gallery area as a Maker Space, students from Years 8 and 9, in collaboration with 
partnership primary school students, used transient, found materials to explore the idea of ‘what is home’ to create 
this unique installation. 

Early on in the planning of Transient we knew that the success of the final structure would rely on the making of large 
volumes of cardboard homes. We extended the invitation to our partnership primary schools who were delighted to 
be involved. We hosted over 160 students from Mitcham Primary School and 90 students from Colonel Light Gardens 
Primary School as part of the Transient Exhibition. Students created hundreds of small house models.

Transient has allowed all of our middle school Art and Design students to be a part of a collaborative project. During 
semester one the year 9 Design class was responsible for the artwork and promotional material for the exhibition. We 
also had the involvement of Channel 7, as a principal partner of SALA, to showcase our exhibition through live weather 
crosses. This is also the first year we have participated in the SALA Festival.

Unley High School’s 2017 Middle School Biennale has been a huge success and we are extremely proud of the hard 
work our students, primary school students and visual arts staff have put in. We had many supporters along the way 
and we thank you for all your time and dedication.

Trish Colman, Jim De Gregorio and Rheanna Dougherty  - Visual Arts Staff
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A group of Year 10 & 11 students from 
Unley High School were invited to be the 
inaugural secondary school judges at the 
“Three Minute Thesis” competitiion held 
at the University of Adelaide on Tuesday 
12 September.
The Three Minute Thesis is a skills 
development activity that challenges PhD 
students to explain their research project 
to a non-specialist audience in just three 
minutes. The competition celebrates 
the exciting research conducted by PhD 
students. Developed by The University of 
Queensland (UQ), the exercise cultivates 
students’ academic, presentation, and 
research communication skills. The competition 
supports their capacity to effectively explain their 
research in three minutes, in a language appropriate to a non-specialist audience and using only one static visual.
Our students listened to all of the presentations and then voted for the one they assessed was the best on the night. 
The oral presentation (the effect of in-utero testosterone on the reproductive capacity of female pigs) judged to be 
the best, went on to win the overall prize as well as the Peoples’ Choice Award. This was a fantastic opportunity for 
our students to hear about the exciting research being done at the University of Adelaide. It was an honour to be the 
first High School to be asked to judge the award. The Student’s Choice Award went to a thesis examining the potential 
application of the astounding visual acuity of the dragonfly.

Three Minute Thesis Competition

Unley High Students with the winner of the Three Minute Thesis Competition held at 
The University of Adelaide

Art Captains
The new Arts Captains have been 
appointed for the 2017/ 2018 year. 
We congratulate Jackson Philips, Coral 
Bryce, Catalina Sepulveda Riverios, 
Chloe Morgan and Lily Eccleston.
This position will take them through 
to the middle of year 12 next year. 
We look forward to seeing the great 
initiatives, events and community 
connections they make throughout 
their time as Arts Captains.
Rheanna Dougherty    
Art/Design Teacher

Head to the UHS Facebook page for the Year 11 (semester 1) 
online gallery. Please like and share so students get their work seen 
widely. Teacher Jim De Gregorio’s student Jackson Phillips’ amazing 
animation online prompted someone to commission him to make 
another animation. 
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Multicultural Food Fair 

The Multicultural food fair is an annual school event which celebrates the many cultures and backgrounds of the students of 
Unley High School. This year it was held on 31 August which was  a beautiful day with bright  sun shining on our food stalls. 
Staff and students organised fourteens stalls with cuisine from around the world. Food stalls this year included:

•	 German Berliners   Japanese Sushi   Greek Galaktobourego & Baklava
•	 Iranian Tahchin   Pakistani Samosas and Chat Chinese Spring Rolls
•	 Vietnamese Noodles   Korean Dukbokki  Nepalese curry with rice
•	 French & Italian cakes  Rainbow cupcakes  British Scones, Jam & Cream/Shortbreads 
•	 Australian Lamingtons and Anzac slice

Many students dressed in traditional outfits from their countries which  added  colour to the day. 

The Jazz Combo of students played music to help with the festive mood. Students turned out in large numbers to support the 
event. Most dishes where between $2- $3 with money raised to  support one of our school charities; the Blue Sky School in 
Nepal.

Richard Whaites, Deputy Principal
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Early last year I began adapting Kathy Lette and Gabrielle Carey’s novel 
Puberty Blues into a theatre script as I was inspired by the classic story and 
was commited to bring it to the stage. After spending a year relentlessly 
contacting publishing companies, I finally connected with the agent of the 
two authors, requesting permission to bring my adaptation of Puberty 
Blues to the stage. I was lucky enough to be granted the rights to perform 
Puberty Blues at the Holden Street Theatres this October.
I have created the company Deadset Theatre Company with my two 
friends Jean Collins and Matilda Butler. This has been a huge task as not 
only are we trying to complete our final school years but we are also 
putting on a theatre show and running an entire company at the same 
time. It has been difficult managing the extra workload but we are loving 
the challenge. My contribution to the company includes being the co-
owner, script writer, co-director, production manager and an actor. My 
two friends are also co-owners, with Jean taking on the role of co-director. 
Matilda and I both play the lead roles of Debbie and Sue. 
The first step when putting on this show was making sure we had a 
talented cast that were able to do the story justice. Auditions were 
publicised throughout the state, with a large number of people 
auditioning. From this we chose 14 individuals to join the cast. This 
includes two Unley High students, Monique Thomas and Daisy Khiev also in year eleven. 
A little bit about Puberty Blues… 
Puberty Blues is an Australian classic, coming of age story following the lives of two teenage girls, Debbie and Sue, in 
the 70’s surfing scene. Their lives revolve around male surfers, panel vans, straight-leg Levi’s, skipping school, getting 
wasted and fitting in. When Debbie and Sue finally get accepted into the Greenhills Surfer gang, their lives get 
turned upside down as they are forced to grow up much sooner than they should. Puberty Blues is a raw, disturbing 
and honest portrayal of adolescence as it was in the 1970’s surfing scene.
I feel honoured and thrilled to be bringing to the stage such a classic, iconic Australian story that is loved by all 
generations.
Tickets are selling extremely fast and I hope to see as many people from Unley High School attending the world 
premiere of something special!
For more information head to the Deadset Theatre Company Facebook Page
Where: Holden Street Theatres, Hindmarsh
When: Wednesday 25 October at 8pm, Friday 27 October at 8pm, Saturday 28 October at 4pm, Saturday 28 October 
at 8pm
Tickets: from  www.holdenstreettheatres.com
Zoe Muller, Year 11 Student and Co-Owner of Deadset Theatre Company

Puberty Blues by Deadset Theatre Group

Publicity pictures of the cast of Pubery Blues by Deadset Theatre Company
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This year we were able to field three teams in the Debating SA competition. 
Our year 8 Blue team consisting of Charisse Teoh, Jingle Lim, Leia Vlahos and 
Anthony Tsecagias worked very well together and were ranked 18th out of 46 
teams by the end of the competition. They defeated St John’s Grammar School 
on two occasions and Glenunga International High School in their fifth debate, 
but did not make it to the finals. Anthony was awarded best speaker of the 
debate on two occasions which was well deserved.

 The Year 9 team were very lucky this year to be coached by our talented 
debaters from last year, Isaac Thiele-Swift and Jack Cheshire, who volunteered 
to give up their time during their university studies to coach a team. The team 
members were Nate Campbell, Deanna Athanasos, Caleb Mulholland, Steph 
Madigan and Maeve Allen-Horvat. Both Steph and Deanna received best 
speaker of the debate awards on different occasions. They all worked very hard 
and were ranked 16th out of 34 teams, having defeated Pedare Christian College 
and St Peter’s Girls’ School but unfortunately did not qualify for the finals.

The Year 10 team have been working together since Year 8 and continued to be 
ably coached by Jessica Williams this year. At the end of the preliminary round 
they were ranked 6th out of 22 teams. The team consisted of Henry Thiele- 
Swift, Thomas Krajnc, Daniel Allen and Kayland Beswick. They also received 
support from a very talented Year 9 student Deanna Athanasos and defeated 
Seaton High School, Pulteney Grammar School and St Peter’s Girls’ School 
on two occasions to qualify for the Quarter finals. Unfortunately, in this final 
they were defeated by only one point by Aberfoyle Park High School. Deanna 
was awarded best speaker of the debate in her first stint with the Year 10 team and Daniel won best speaker of the 
debate in round four.

Many thanks must go to the coaches, parents and friends of the debaters for helping them with their speeches, 
getting them to and from debates and giving them encouragement to persevere. I have been very happy with the 
efforts made by our students this year and look forward to more challenges and successes in debating next year.

Sue Wendt, Debating  Coordinator

Debating

Tournament of the Minds
On 10 September, three Unley High School teams participated in the Tournament of Minds 
Competition held at Flinders University. The teams were required to present solutions to long-
term problems and competed against other secondary schools from all over the state.
Each team had four categories to choose from - Maths, Science, HASS and English. My team 
worked on the English category which required us to put together a play about side characters 
from popular texts like Wreck-It Ralf, The Maze Runner and Rise of the Guardians. The other 
two Unley teams worked on a Social Sciences challenge relating to overpopulation and 
forming new sustainable colonies. 
We had six weeks to work on our presentation and prepare for a spontaneous 
challenge that was given to us on the day. Doing Tournament of Minds taught us to 
expect the unexpected, as we faced multiple challenges along the way, but we did 
learn more valuable things such as time management skills and how to handle more 
responsibility. We were also introduced to new ways of thinking that we can apply to 
our learning and everyday lives. Tournament of Minds was a great and challenging 
experience and I would recommend it to anyone wanting to test out their problem 
solving skills. Thanks to Mr Michelomore for all of his organising.
Samantha Green, Year 9



EXCELLENCE     RESPECT    DIVERSITY     COMMUNITY

UNLEY HIGH SCHOOL

The sporting year continues to roll along. In the second half of Term 3, 
we have seen the start of our Term 3-4 sports and some great results at 
carnivals and in knockout competitions
Congratulations to our Open Boys Volleyball team, who took out the 
Open B Grade State Knockout championship. On their home court, the 
boys were fantastic, defeating Immanuel College in a great 3 set battle. 
The Year 8/9 Boys Knockout Basketball team won their first round 
against Glenunga and Seaview, moving on to the next round to be 
played in term 4.
We have competed in several carnivals in this busy part of the year, 

including our Year 8/9 
Mixed Touch team that 
continued an amazing and 
successful touch football 
year by winning the carnival 
run by Touch SA. Thanks to parent Glenn O’Hara for coaching the team so 
well as he has done all year. We have also competed in Open Girls 9-a-side 
Football, Open Mixed Netball and Rugby 7s ( with thanks to Teacher, 
Andy Reavley for his enthusiasm and efforts to get this happening and for 
coaching on the day).
Weekly sport has started with Girls Volleyball, Girls Basketball, and Indoor 
Soccer (3 x Boys teams and 1 x Girls teams). All teams have experienced 
wins so far. We are looking forward to our Badminton and Cricket teams 
starting up in week 1 of term 4, along with Carnival days for Cricket, 
Ultimate Frisbee and Netball.
Tim Shortt Sports Coordinator

Open Boys Volleyball Gold Medallists

Year 8/9 Mixed Touch Football winning team

City to Bay Fun Run

Sports News

This year was the 45th anniversary  for the Sunday Mail 
City to Bay fun run. 
Mr Richard Whaites, Acting Deputy Principal, registered 
an Unley High School team to compete in the run this 
year. He was joined by three Year 12 students who ran 
with him on the day. They all performed well and posted 
the following times;

Ethan Quinn   60 minutes
Brad Roberts  59 minutes
Richard Whaites 73 minutes
Lily Grayling  62 minutes

Well done to all who entered. 
  



EXCELLENCE    RESPECT    DIVERSITY     COMMUNITY

UNLEY HIGH SCHOOL

Unley High School Old Scholars  were recently inducted into the Australian Rules Football Hall of Fame.

John Halbert (graduated 1954) and Simon Goodwin (graduated 1997 ) were honoured for their contribution to 
Australian Rules football.

John Halbert has a long association with Unley High School. After attending as a student he returned to teach 
at Unley High School (1959-1963). His three daughters Julie (graduated 1985), Karen (graduated 1988) and Kate 
(graduated 1997) also attended.

Along with a stellar football career as a player (Sturt 242 games) John, amongst other things, spent his working life 
in education. From Unley High School he went to the Teachers College where, for 31 years, he trained future Sports 
and Physical Education teachers. 

He recalls, “I absolutely loved my time at Unley High School. I was involved in cricket and football and formed 
lifelong friendships. In fact, a group of us still meet monthly for lunch.”

John Halbert MBE AM Simon Goodwin

Old Scholar News

Teacher vs Student Basketball Game
Home Group 9407 continued their fundraising 
efforts for Novita Children’s Services by holding a 
Students vs Teachers Basketball game on Thursday 
28 September in the Life be in it Gymnasium at 
lunchtime.
The game was a hard fought contest with neither 
side able to gain a strong lead on the other. There 
were some fantastic individual efforts on both sides 
but in the end the winner was the student team by 
one point. Well done to all of the players and well 
done to Home Group 9407 who so far this year 
have raised over $1500 for their charity.
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NETBALL ACADEMY  
 
From October 2017 to February 2018 Taught and Bowled is offering aspiring netballers the chance to be involved 
in a Netball Academy program. The program is offered to netballers of all abilities from ages 9 to 15. 
 
The program will focus on technical and tactical skill development and progression as well as core strength and 
fitness. Squad members will take part in netball specific testing and receive take home programs to improve their 
ball skills, footwork, balance/core strength and fitness. All participants will receive a training singlet, drink bottle 
and back pack. 
 
The sessions will be delivered by accredited and experienced coaches who will work with the participants 
throughout the entire program. 
 
PROGRAM DETAILS 

Date Time Venue Session 
Mon 30 Oct 5:30-7:30pm Campbelltown netball courts Introduction & testing 
Mon 6 Nov 5:30-7:30pm Campbelltown netball courts Skill development & take home 

programs 
Mon 13 Nov 5:30-7:30pm Campbelltown netball courts Skill development 
Mon 20 Nov 5:30-7:30pm Campbelltown netball courts Skill development 
Mon 27 Nov 5:30-7:30pm Campbelltown netball courts Skill development 
Mon 4 Dec 5:30-7:30pm Campbelltown netball courts Match play & at home video analysis 
Sun 10 Dec 9:30am-12:30pm Priceline Stadium Match play & team video analysis 
Mon 15 Jan 5:30-7:30pm Campbelltown netball courts Testing 
Mon 22 Jan 5:30-7:30pm Campbelltown netball courts Skill development – area specific 
Mon 29 Jan 5:30-7:30pm Campbelltown netball courts Skill development – area specific 
Mon 5 Feb 5:30-7:30pm Campbelltown netball courts Skill development – area specific 
Mon 12 Feb 5:30-7:30pm Campbelltown netball courts Match play & at home video analysis 
Sun 18 Feb 9:30am-12:30pm Priceline Stadium Match play & team video analysis 
Mon 26 Feb 5:30-7:30pm Campbelltown netball courts Testing & program conclusion 

 
For more details information please click HERE or contact Alice Johnswood at 

alice@taughtandbowled.com.au 

Community News
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As part of our ongoing commitment to the environment, all Newsletters are published on our 
school website. Hard copies are no longer issued to students unless specifically
requested. To ensure that you stay informed of our school activities, newsletters and 
announcements you must register to be notified of new information posted on our website. Visit 
www.uhs.sa.edu.au click on Announcements and then complete the email subscription request. 
If you are unable to access our website, please write a brief letter which includes your student’s 
name, Home Group and your signature, then pass to your student’s Home Group Teacher. 
Arrangements will then be made for you to receive a hard copy.

TERM 4 DIARY DATES

October 27    Year 12 Graduation
October 30    Parent Voice Meeting       6:30 -8:00pm
November 1   Principal’s Tour
November 6 - 22   Year 12 Exams
November 7   Governing Council Meeting      7:00pm
November 14   Year 11 Drama Performance      6:30pm
November 21  Year 7 Parent Information Session    6:30 pm 
November 23   Middle School Twilight Concert      6:00pm
November 27   Fundraising Committee Meeting     5.30pm
November 27 -Dec 1 Year 11 Exams
November 28   Parent Voice Meeting       6:30 -8:00pm
December 1   Last Day for Year 11
December 1   Year 12 Art Exhibition       6:00pm
December 4 - 8   Volleyball Trip
December 5   Governing Council Meeting     7:00pm
December 8   Last Day for Year 10
December 12 -14  Year 9 Presentations
December 13  Year 8 Showcase
December 13  Reports Distributed Year 10 & 11    2:00pm
December 15   LAST DAY OF SCHOOL - EARLY DISMISSAL 12:30

2017 Principal’s tour

Bookings essential
Register at enrolments@uhs.sa.edu.au

1
Wednesday

NOVEMBER

UNLEY High School
EXCELLENCE            RESPECT            DIVERSITY            COMMUNITY

101 Kitchener Street, 
Netherby SA. 
8394 5400

info@uhs.sa.edu.au
www.uhs.sa.edu.au

Principal’s Address commences at 9am 
followed by a tour of the school

For further information on Special Interest Programs 
available at Unley High School, please email the following
ROWING - rowing@uhs.sa.edu.au

FRENCH BILINGUAL/BINATIONAL - loic.calvez@uhs.sa.edu.au


