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From the Principal
The recent announcement of $20 million grant to re-build and refurbish Unley High School 
facilities was very welcome. Many current and future students will benefit from improved 
learning areas and service facilities as the work is rolled out across the next years. Sincere thanks 
go to all current and recent former Governing Councillors for their support and advocacy during 
the years of work in mounting a case for facilities funding. To have the school selected to be 
part of the Building Better Schools program is an excellent outcome. Member for Waite Martin 
Hamilton-Smith and the Chief Executive of DECD Rick Perse were among many who sent their 
congratulations. 

Tenders for the $2.5M STEM Works development project are in the final stages of consideration. 
The likely start date is 11 December 2017 which means minimal disruption to the end of year for 
students and staff. The additional Solar Project should be complete before our return to school in 
2018.

Feedback from students and families was very positive about the Year 12 Graduation Ceremony. This excellent event was 
managed by Deputy Principal, Richard Whaites, Year 12 Level Manager Alice Paterson, Office Manager Sonya Parkin and a hard 
working committee of teachers and students. The musical items, student speeches and morning tea were especially good. It 
was a fitting celebration for the 2017 Unley students, families and staff, with a focus on student achievement.        

Success for students comes in many forms, for example, the Spring Poetry Festival publication saw seven poems selected 
from Unley High School – the most from any public school. The Year 8 Materials Technology class (with Darryl Oliver) won first 
place in their C2C (Concept to Creation) challenge.  Unley competed against 10 other schools and took out the top award. The 
contest was a race and show and shine using Scalextric vehicles. This is the second year in a row Unley students have taken 
home the prize. Congratulations also go to Home Group 9405 who worked together as a team for the betterment of Belair 
National Park as part of the Community Care Project. They reflected what it means to make a positive contribution to a team, 
a school and the broader society in which we share. Teachers Leigh-Anne Williams and Phil McDonald were very proud of how 
students related to each other and to the task of planting many trees and working together to move sizeable logs to cover an 
illegal trail. What was accomplished will help the area regenerate with new plants endemic to the Adelaide Hills. The Rangers’ 
feedback indicated the year 9s were great group - respectful and hardworking, and they have invited the school back at any 
time. 

Students have also taken part in the Oliphant Science Awards, Urrbrae Wetland and Waite Arboretum excursions, the Royal 
Show and Apex Fashion Awards, kayaking trips, St John Ambulance cadet competitions and an Italian radio program – just a 
few of our wide ranging learning activities. We trust success continues in other year levels with the exams for Year 12s well 
underway and the Year 11 exams that begin soon. Year 10 Work Experience went smoothly and we thank all businesses and 
employers for assisting with student placements. For many students this view of the world of work helped them consolidate 
plans for the future.

Timetabling and enrolments are being finalised for 2018 with excellent 
student numbers in all year levels and strong demand at year 8. We are 
pleased to be able to introduce a new STEM elective into second semester 
2018 at Year 10, and an updated Design and Digital Technologies program at 
year 8.

Progress on the French Bilingual/ Binational program for Unley High and 
Highgate School continues. The French Ambassador Monsieur Penot visited 
the program recently. We introduce a French Immersion program into year 
8 in 2018, along with the Bilingual Binational offering. I Hope you enjoy the 
newsletter.

Brenda Harris, Principal
The French Ambassador to Australia,Monsieur Penot with Loic Calvez, 

Director French Bilingual Program and Phil Johansen, Principal of 
Highgate School
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Today is a special day for the graduating students and it is a privilege to be able to celebrate this time with you.

Firstly, I would like to acknowledge your parents and families – all the brothers, sisters, grandparents, aunts, uncles and extended 
families. They have no doubt supported you unconditionally this year. Your families have been the pillars, the supporting structures 
which enable you to rise, to overcome the challenges that you have faced, not only this year, but throughout high school. They have 
never stopped believing in you and your potential and they have encouraged you when you have felt defeated and found it difficult 
to see the light at the end of the tunnel. Thank you parents and families for always being there, for putting them back on their feet 
and for supporting us as we have worked in partnership with you to guide our students. 

Your teachers have spent countless hours drafting your work only to tell you that what you thought was your best needed to be 
better. For many of you, this response struck a chord and in a classic case of teenager “I’ll show you”, you were pushed to improve 
and develop your skills…and yes, you did show us! 

When you look back, you will think of those teachers who spurred you on and helped to give you the skills to drive you to develop 
and improve….not only from an educational perspective but also one from resilience. Although it was easy to feel deflated at times, 
you accepted the challenge and succeeded. Your teachers have helped prepare you, giving you the determination to achieve and 
overcome the inevitable knock-backs along the way. Many of these teachers are the reason that you are sitting here today. Some 
of them have become role models to you. Your teachers at Unley High School have not only provided the curriculum, but they have 
also inspired you and pushed you to be better than your best.

Today is an opportunity to recognise, not only your subject teachers, throughout your schooling, but also your home group teachers 
for the past three years. They, and Mr Whaites,Assistant Principal and professional marathon coach, have all played an important 
role in shaping who you are today.

And now, as I look out upon you today, I am filled with an enormous sense of pride. So what is it that I feel so proud about? Well, 
in about 2 months, you will receive an envelope that contains a certificate and a number…your ATAR. All your years at school will 
come down to that one moment, which will undoubtedly influence your decisions about next year. Although this number will play 
a role in opening certain doors for you, I do not believe that it defines who you are as a person or what the future will hold for 
you. While I am proud of all of your academic achievements, when I think about you, I will not see you as some number that was 
issued to you in an A4 envelope. I am most proud of the traits that I see in you every day. Traits such as compassion, consideration, 
kindness, humanity, and your great sense of humour. The people who you have become encompass what that we strive to create 
here at Unley High School. So today you will leave with a certificate of graduation but you will soon discover that this special event 
is only the first step in a series of accomplishments. No matter whether you get the results you were expecting or not, you are at 
the start of a journey that is yet undefined. You should take the time to enjoy this part of your life. When you look back, you will 
remember it as one of the highlights, a time of expanding horizons and when the world felt full of possibility. Nobody can tell you 
the path to take now; it is something that you must discover for yourself. So dream big, work hard, think for yourself, be kind to 
others, and find your inspiration or passion. I could not have hoped to have worked alongside a better cohort of students than what 
I see before me today. Make for yourselves, for your sake and ours, extraordinary lives. Congratulations to the class of 2017. 

Alice Paterson Year 12 Manager

On Friday 27 October the Class of 2017 graduated with a special assembly attended by families, friends and fellow 
Unley High School students. The Graduation assembly celebrated many students who had excelled in all areas of school 
such as academic and sporting excellence along with leadership roles. Below is an excerpt of one speech form the 
Graduation
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Subject Academic Excellence Outstanding Commitment to Achieve
Biology Yasmin Gomes Yolanda Gomes, Rebecca O’Hara
Chemistry Yolanda Gomes Yasmin Gomes, Kaleb Watson-Tran
Child Studies Alethia Lazner Carmelanne Maraia
Chinese (Continuers) YinYing (Sunny) Zhang Ming Chih (Jamie) Yu (Yr 11)
Communication Products Jo Park Lachlan Alway
Drama Nic Danell Kayla Olman

English
Keti Tsimogiannis,  
Paree Vitagliano, Mia 
Walker

Sophie Hercus, Sarah Jeisman, 
Kayla Olman, Stephanie Principe

English as an Alternative Language Siyan (Shannon) Liu -
English Literary Studies Yolanda Gomes Yasmin Gomes
Essential English Tianhaoyi (Eric) He -
Essential Mathematics - Sidi Wu
Food and Hospitality Alethia Lazner Oscar Armstrong, Lauren Milde

French (Continuers) Catalina Sepulveda 
Riveros (Yr 11) Emma Brkic (Yr 11)

General Mathematics Sophie Hercus Lachlan Alway, Grace Lo Basso, Keti 
Tsimogiannis

Health Lauren Wisgard Kayla Olman
Information Technology Nicholas Zorin -
Italian (Continuers) - Shannon Cain
Furniture  Construction Joshua Thomas -
Mathematical Methods Siyan (Shannon) Liu Yasmin Gomes, Ling Chih (Lilian) Yu
Modern History Hibra Shujaat (MGS) Sophie Hercus
Music Tori Psichogiopoulos Hamish Bramley
Nutrition Rebecca O’Hara Lily Grayling
Outdoor Education Stephanie Taylor Cara Oosthuizen
Physical Education Sophie Dawe Amelia Hall, Maddison Shaw
Physics Tyler Rock Thomas Wainwright, Kaleb Watson-Tran
Psychology Mia Walker Gracie Henderson, Ben Plane

Research Project Natasha Kidd, Rebecca 
O’Hara

-

Society & Culture Genevieve Bassani Alana Kruschel
Specialist Mathematics Joshua Chesser Ling Chih (Lilian) Yu
Tourism Stephanie Taylor Carmelanne Maraia
Visual Arts (Art) Cassandra Warren Rachel Woodhouse
Visual Arts (Design) Arslan Khan Paree Vitagliano

Academic Excellence in a Single Subject 

and

Outstanding Commitment to Achieve in a Single Subject

Year 12 Graduation 2017 -Award Recipients
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Outstanding Contribution to School Sport    Manny Bakas   Hayley Bonython
       Rhys Clark   Sophie Dawe
       Tai Duong   Anna Ford
       Henry Goodfellow  Amelia Hall
       Gracie Henderson  Rebecca O’Hara
       Georgia Osborne  Maddison Shaw
       Zac Strathearn   Joshua Thomas
       Jordie Wittervan

Brownhill Creek Good Sportsmanship Award  Gracie Henderson  Jordie Wittervan   

Phil Perrotta Prize      Hamish Bramley    
(For Services to Performing Arts)

International Student Achievement Award  Jiaqi (Vicky) Jiang

Verna McCarthy Outstanding Service Awards Gracie Henderson  Grace Lo Basso
       Georgia Osborne  Tyler Rock

Oliphant Award for Outstanding Scholarship  Yolanda Gomes

Gillard Award for Outstanding Leadership  Georgia Osborne  

Long Tan Leadership and Teamwork Award  Grace Lo Basso

Outstanding Academic Performance       Joshua Chesser   Nic Danell
          Yolanda Gomes   Yasmin Gomes
       Gracie Henderson   Sophie Hercus
       Lewis Jones    Alana Kruschel
       Siyan (Shannon) Liu   Georgia Osborne
       Stephanie Principe   Thomas Wainwright
       Kaleb Watson-Tran   Ling Chih (Lilian) Yu
  

Year 12 Graduation 2017 - Award Recipients
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The South Australian Science Teachers 
Association(SASTA)has conducted the Oliphant 
Science Awards every year, named in honour of 
the Adelaide born physicist. These awards have a 
special connection to Unley High  School as Sir Mark 
Oliphant  was a past scholar of Unley High School.

The Oliphant Science Awards give students an 
opportunity to explore their interest in Science using 
a range of skills such as computing, writing & creative 

thinking. At the prestigious presentation ceremony held at the Brighton concert hall on Friday 
22 September, Year 11 student Jamie Yu was awarded second prize for her crystal investigation. 
Congratulations go to all those that submitted entries again this year and thank you to the 
students and parents for supporting the Oliphant Science  Awards.

Melna Puthiyedathu, Oliphant Science Coordinator.

Science News

 1 

Students’
–

On the 28th of September, year nine science students of Unley High School took an 
excursion to the Urrbrae Wetlands. The purpose of the excursion was so that students, who 
are currently working their way through the biological science topic of ecology, could 
observe biotic (living) and abiotic (inanimate; non-living) factors and features in effect 
through surveying the functioning ecosystem of the wetland. 

Students first completed a biotic survey where macroinvertebrate(small  invertebrates 
captured by a 0.5mm net, observable under a microscope) populations were collected and 
sampled from the main wetland 
damn. Following this, the 
samples were identified, 
providing a pollution sensitivity 
rating  (how sensitive or tolerant  
a macroinvertebrate is to polluted 
water; higher ratings meaning 
more sensitive and lower ratings 
meaning tolerant) with each 
identification, and analysed for 
further observations. With the 

collected information, the quality 
of the water from which the 
macroinvertebrates were 
collected could be determined by collating the results, identifying the predominant species 
and thus establishing the mean pollution sensitivity. 
After the, admittedly, difficult task of attempting to identify fast moving invertebrates, 
students were able to step back and tour the Wetlands with guide Ann-Louise Breeding, 
Urrbrae Wetland educator, completing the biotic survey of the excursion. In this, data was 
collected from abiotic factors within various water sites, including the Kitchener Street 
sediment pond, the sea water pond and the stormwater pond. These factors included 
salinity (saltiness of water), pH (acidity or alkalinity of water), turbidity (amount of dirt 
particles diluted in water), dissolved oxygen (amount of oxygen dissolved in water) and 
temperature. Having collected the data, students could then use the results from the abiotic 
survey to compare with the ideal water conditions and findings in the macroinvertebrate 
survey so that a definitive conclusion of the water quality in the wetlands could be made. 

The excursion was very informative and educationally beneficial to the students. After 
many long lessons within the classroom, the students were privileged with the opportunity 
to better understand and appreciate the concepts taught in class. New concepts, such as 
pollution sensitivity and biotic and abiotic interdependencies, and scientific approaches, 
such as the use of macroinvertebrates to determine water quality, were also drawn from the 
experience.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Interdependencies were of particular importance in the experience where students had to 
find such relationships in the wetland. Among the many examples, these included 
biodiversity (diversity of flora and fauna) depending on water quality, frequency of 
competition and occurrence of symbiotic relationships depending also on water quality, 
producer availability depending on light, aquatic flora depending on turbidity and 
predation depending on dissolved water.  

Biodiversity is the diversity of flora and fauna and thus, in the case of the first activity, the 
diversity of pollution sensitivity. Good water quality would support organisms of a broader 
pollution sensitivity range whereas poor water quality would support a limited selection of 
tolerant organisms. For example, a diverse population would consist of a pollution 
sensitive caddy fish and a tolerant black fly larvae if the water quality is high. 

Frequency of competition and symbiotic relationships depend also on water quality for 
similar reasons. With a diverse, broad population due to high water quality, more 
organisms compete and depend on each other, enriching the ecosystem. For example, 
symbiotic relationships such as  commensalism( relationship in which one organism is 
benefited from another while the other is neither benefited more harmed) between algae 
(unaffected organism) and small organisms (benefited organism) and competition such as 
fish competing for insects would occur frequently in water of high quality. 

After listing and considering these links, the importance of the wetland to schools, the 
community and the environment was discussed. The wetland is of an unstated yet 
significant importance. It filters potentially polluted water from different sources so that 
there is no negative environmental impact from the water (which then indirectly affects the 
society), protects habitats to increase biodiversity, prevents floods by allowing excessive 
amounts of rainwater to flow into the dams and provides reliable results and evidence of 
climate change impacts to raise awareness. Above all, the most obvious benefit of the 
wetland and the provided activities is what it has to offer classes and students studying 
ecology. The excursion was an excellent opportunity for students to apply their 
knowledge, not only further enriching their understanding on the topic but emphasising 
how interconnected and interdependent the Urrbrae Wetland and other ecosystems are. 

 

Photo: Urrbrae Wetland learning centre.                                       Source: weekendnotes.com 

Photo: macroinvertebrate observed in Wetland main 
damn sample.            Source: urrbraewetlandic.org 

Year 9 Urrbrae Wetlands Excursion

During the last week of Term 3, Ms McLean’s Year 9 Science class visited the Urrbrae Wetlands and the Waite Arboretum 
to discover the role both of these areas play in the local ecosystem. Students were asked to produce newspaper articles 
explaining what they had learnt. Following are two examples of the work produced by students.

Kimberley McLean, Science & STEM Coordinator
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It was a dreary Tuesday morning when homegroup 9512 trudged up the hill 
to the Waite Arboretum. They had been reluctantly counting down the days 
until the 19th of September, when they would be forced to look at ‘boring 
old trees’. Little did they know that over the next hour of following the 
Indigenous Plant Use trail, their perspectives about the significance of trees 
within an ecosystem would be transformed.  

There are many links between the abiotic and biotic factors that support the 
Waite Arboretum ecosystem. One intentional abiotic factor is the rainfall. In 
the Arboretum, the plants only receive whatever natural rainfall occurs, 
which is around 618mm each year, and no other supplementary sources. 
This simulates a realistic unpredictable environment, and plants that cannot 
survive under these conditions will die, which eliminates some competition 
for the remaining plants.  

Climate related events such as wind, rainfall and lightning can create 
hollows for birds and other animals to nest in, where they can shelter, 
reproduce and ensure survival for their species. This is an example of 
commensalism, as the tree is not affected by the animals living within it but 
the animals benefit by gaining a home. However, fungi can be another cause 
of hollows being created, which is a parasitic relationship. In this case, the 
tree is harmed because the fungi is eating away at it, and the fungi benefit 
from the relationship by gaining a source of nutrients.  

The entire Arboretum is open and receives a large amount of sunlight. This 
has many benefits, because the photosynthesis that occurs as a result of 
receiving sufficient levels of sunlight provides a food source and habitat for 
countless animals. For example, flowering plants attract nectar-feeding birds 
and bees. This initiates a mutualistic relationship because the birds and bees 
can extract nutrients from the pollen in the plant, and in return the plants 
become pollinated and can begin a new generation of plants in the future. 
Plant growth caused by photosynthesis can also create habitats for animals, 
which is another example of commensalism.  

All of these relationships and countless more were demonstrated in the 
Indigenous Plant Use walk. The natural rainfall simulated how plants would 
have survived in the wild, and the hollows in trees would have provided 
much needed shelter and food in desert environments. The multiple 
pollination relationships were also essential for plant reproduction and 
creating new plants as food sources for the Indigenous peoples. All in all, it 
was an insightful excursion that gave a deeper understanding of the ways 
that the Waite Arboretum is beneficial.   

Kylie Ho  

Even if you don’t realise it, the
W aite Arboretum hasa major
impact on usasboth a society and
an environment.          

I mportance to Society

The main effects that the Arboretum has on 
society is providing resources for education 
and creating a place that promotes enjoyment 
and wellbeing. The most well-known purpose 
of the area to the public is as an attractive and 
informative garden. With at least 50 plants 
flowering everyday, it is no surprise that the 
arboretum is a popular area for recreation and 
guided walks. The lesser known aspect of the 
arboretum is that it provides a comprehensive 
collection of resources for scientific study. 
Over 2500 specimens, which represent 800 
total species, are currently being developed 
and documented, and they demonstrate plant 
performance in a natural environment. 

Importance to the Environment 

The arboretum has a huge impact to its 
surrounding environment though filtering the 
air and conserving biodiversity. The trees do a 
huge amount of valuable work through 
removing air pollution, storing carbon and 
producing oxygen, which benefits the humans 
and animals in the area. The work of 
volunteers and scientists have helped to 
conserve biodiversity by planting endangered 
trees, as well as specific plants that provide 
food and habitats for endangered species of 
animals. The range of plants over a large area 
also provide a safe haven within the urban 
suburbs for countless animals, which have 
adapted and established beneficial biotic       
relationships within the ecosystem.   

 

 

TheWaiteArboretumvisitScience News

Image 1 - A parrot that has found a home in the trunk
of an eucalyptus tree as a result of abiotic factors.                       

Source: National Geographic

Image 2 - The Brush Cherry, a popular edible plant
among natives, which benefits from pollination.                

Source: Waite Arboretum app

Science News
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Students have had a busy and successful year in Textiles. 

During Term 2, Year 11  students went to Melbourne to  learn about the standards of year 
12 work at the Top Design exhibition at the Victorian Museum. Students found seeing the 
work of the best students in that state to be invaluable. Whilst in Melbourne, the students 
also attended a workshop hosted by The Whitehouse Institute of Design. Maggie Gardiner 
won a tuition prize worth $600, which she  has since undertaken and thoroughly enjoyed.

Unley High School was well represented at the Royal Show this year, with 9 
student entries. Rowan Brown won a third place for his pencil case, with his 
own fabric print and his use of heat set vinyl label together with the stika cutter 
programme. Judges remarked positively on his use of technology and design. 
Congratulations to Phoebe Lane who collected first prize for her shorts. 

On Sunday 20 August, Cymbie Puce entered four garments into the Apex Teenage 
Fashion Awards, held at Scotch College. This was the second year she entered. She 
was so inspired, she said, from the first experience and this time she came away 
with a third place.

During the October holidays, our students worked with the Myer 
National Event Manager’s team to help run the Myer Runway 
Spring Spectacular fashion show. Everyone was energetic and hard 
working. Our students performed their duties so well that they 
have been invited back again next year. Well Done.

Lyn Stock, Design and Technology Teacher

Design & Technology News

Concept2Creation (C2C) Win for Unley High School
Over the course of this year a group of five year 8 students have been working on building and decorating Scalextric cars 
during lunch time twice a week as part of the Junior Vehicle Challenge.  On 31 October the students participated in the 
Concept2Creation Expo run by STEM Nation held at the Golden Grove Recreation Centre. They had to do an oral presentation to 
judges and also race their vehicles around a set track in the quickest possible time. The students also got to meet and talk with 
His Excellency the Honourable Hieu Van Le AC, Governor of South Australia.

It is with great pleasure we announce that Unley High School won the Junior Vehicle Challenge for the second year in a row. 
Students who competed are – Oliver Ingham, Brett Rodrigues, Zane Ivanica, Josh Blenkiron, Daniel Peate.

Darryl Oliver Coordinator Design and Technology
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At the kayaking camp at Ral Ral Creek I enjoyed the challenge of kayaking the rivers and the 
scenery that we witnessed while doing so. The first night was really hot which made sleeping 
difficult although it was an interesting experience. Cooking using the trangia was fun and 
made me appreciate a normal stove top and kitchen. By the end of the camp I’d learnt a lot 
and experienced camping in a tent for the first time, but was glad to be back in civilisation.  
Zac

I really liked being on camp, and I liked to see the Australian nature. It is pretty different from 
home so it was cool to see kangaroos and emus and just nature in general. On the second 
day we kayaked for most of the day, and our group went really fast, so I was really tired when 
we got to the campsite and also when I got back home. Overall I liked the camp and enjoyed 
spending time with my class mates. I would definitely do it again.  Marthe 

Camp was a very enjoyable experience as I was able to hang out with people I don’t normally hang out with and develop many 
new skills. The second night was probably the more enjoyable out of the two because we played a game called Camo and the 
weather was perfect for a good sleep. Overall the camp was a lot of fun and I would consider doing it again with friends.  Jordan

Kayaking camp on the Murray River was an interesting experience and a great opportunity. It was enjoyable to be away from the 
city and being able to disconnect for a few days and enjoy the serenity. Staying motivated to keep paddling for long periods of 
time and distance was  challenging, and I felt a sense of  accomplishment after I had completed it.  Georgia 

Going on camp was a different but amazing experience for me. The reason I say different is because I have never been on a camp 
before and it was good to get outdoors . It was good to get to know and get along with the other students as well.  Jake

The stage 1 kayak camp was a great experience because it’s not something I do often. It was good to be disconnected from life 
back in Adelaide (especially from being on my phone all the time!) and to just enjoy the outdoors. Within my group were people 
who I hadn’t really spoken to, nor was friends with, but by the end of camp I was more talkative with them, which was good.   
Molly

Camp was an awesome experience. I enjoyed hanging out with some different people, having some time away from the city and 
looking at nature.     Patrick

The camp was a new and enjoyable experience that  I will remember for future years. I enjoyed the banter between the group, as 
well as the challenge of kayaking the Murray and the new things learnt along the way. Lachie

To go to a camp with the school was a good experience because I got to know my classmates better. It was also very good to do 
something out of the school, and do so many different things. I never thought that a school camp and especially a school lesson 
would be so interesting and fun. The only thing I didn’t like were all those flies that came to our tent. Albin

Overall, I thought the camp was enjoyable. I liked being disconnected from the internet and not having to worry about checking 
my phone.  Kayaking over the 3 days was a challenge and I found the trip quite scenic. I loved being outdoors as being home 
inside can be quite boring.   Zoe

Health & PE News
In October, Year 11 Outdoor Ed students went on a Kayaking trip for 3 days to Ral Ral creek on the River Murray. For 
some students this was their first experience of camping.
Below are some reflections by the students who attended this camp. Angie Treloar Outdoor Ed Teacher
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Year 8 Italian Excursion to Italian Radio

During Term 3, two Year 8 Italian classes attended a half-day excursion to 
the local Italian Radio. The excursion gave students the opportunity to 
have a ‘full immersion’ and authentic experience of the Italian language 
and culture through Italian music. Prior to the excursion students were 
required to listen to a series of recent and diverse Italian songs. Then, 
students had to choose their favourite song and write their script for the 
live radio program. 

Whilst at the Italian Radio, students recorded a live music program in 
which they presented themselves and their favourite Italian song. They 
did so by using the Italian spoken language learned throughout the year. All students actively participated and spoke 
in Italian overcoming any apprehension of speaking on a live broadcast program and in Italian. The students should 
be really proud of their efforts, enthusiasm and of the way they supported each other to overcome the challenges. 

Below are some students’ thoughts on the excursion and what they 
learned from the experience.

As our Italian teacher is one of the presenters at the radio station, she 
introduced the students and ran the program. Everyone introduced 
themselves in Italian and explained why they liked the song they 
chose. Some students also learned how to record advertisements. 
We also learnt that the radio station was run by volunteers and all 
the advertisements are ‘homemade’. Sofia

All the students were really excited but nervous about presenting. 
Everyone was really looking forward to the day out and the day 
didn’t disappoint. It was an enjoyable day. Tilly

The excursion was very enjoyable as we got to speak in Italian and 
we also got to find out how a radio worked and operated. It was amazing being able to share this experience with my 
peers which were there to support everyone when they were nervous or if someone was stuck on a word. Overall, this 
experience was the highlight of the term as I learnt a lot and got to share it with great people. Judd

Silvia De Cesare, Languages Teacher

LOTE News
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An amazing crowd of 200 came out to party at the annual Greek Spring Dance, held at the Greek Evia House on 23 September.  
The live band featuring Polixeni from Music 3000 with Nick Love and Peter Keys entertained us while we feasted on delicious 
platters of calamari and char-grilled souvlakia, Greek salads and sweets.  Year 11 students Jonathan Antonis and Panayota 

Greek Spring Dance

Arabatzis were MCs and did a great job of presenting the evening’s formalities in both English and Greek.  The highlight of the 
event was watching 31 students perform 6 traditional Greek dances that they practised during lunchtimes throughout term 3.  
We are very proud of them and their dance teachers, year 12 students Viki Ntafillis and Emily Sapounas.

Thank you to the committee members for organising this event.  We are also grateful to them and their extended families for 
donating Greek sweets to share.

A special thank you to all our sponsors for their ongoing support.  Your support is very much appreciated!

Alsco Linen, Bakers Delight Castle Plaza, Bakery on O’Connell, Barber Lounge Clarence Gardens, Café Barun Sefton Park, 

Dan Murphy’s Pasadena, Exact Crash Repair, Goodlife Health Clubs Mitcham, Haircare Australia, Hassiotis Family,

Hellenic Travel, Hilton Adelaide, Hronopoulos Family, Kopsaftis Family, Maras Group, N & A Triantafillou, Natasha Tsoulos

Pierikos Society of SA Inc, Pure Metro Centre, Rosewater Meat Store, Sandra Rovina, Sapounas Family, Stratco St Marys

The Edinburgh Hotel, Torrens Arms Hotel

Ourania Ntafillis Co-President Unley High School Greek Parents’ Committee
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Materials and Service Charge 2017

The approved Materials and Service charge for 2017 is now overdue. Payment of fees and subject levies or a 
‘Commitment to Pay’ needed to be completed by the end of Term One. At this time many families owe fees for 2017 
and previous years and it is essential these amounts are finalised or arrangements made to complete payment of 
outstanding amounts.

The charge of $695, plus any applicable subject charges, is set by the Governing Council and approved by the Principal 
on behalf of the Chief Executive DECD.  Incorporated within these fees are the essential components required to 
successfully complete the year at Unley High School.  Included in the fee is access to equipment, textbooks, library, 
information technology, printing and use of consumables and resources for curriculum throughout the year.

Your attention to either payment of the fees, completion of a ‘Commitment to Pay’ form from the Finance Office or 
application for School Card would be appreciated.  Forms are available from Students Services, and the School Card 
application can also be downloaded from www.decd.sa.gov.au.

Methods of payment include payment at the Finance Office between 8.00 am and 3.30 pm each day, on-line and Direct 
Debit Deposits via bank account or credit card. If fees are not paid in full then parents need to complete a ‘Commitment 
To Pay’ form and abide by the arrangements made on that form for payment of fees. If no arrangements are made then 
outstanding accounts will be forwarded to the Debt Collector by the end of Term 1 - 2018.

If you wish to discuss any arrangements please contact the school and speak to the Business Manager or Finance Officer 
on 8394 5400.
Ibi Kanellos
Business Manager Unley High School

Community News
Congratulations to Ben Plane (Year 12) who won 
the South Australian St John’s Ambulance Cadet 
Competition along with his two team members 

Sarah Pappas and Lily Gara.

St John’s cadets are aged between 12 and 25 
years of age and all participants in the event were 

regional winners from previous competitions. 
The team goals were to demonstrate first 

aid knowledge and save the patients, while 
communicating and working together as a team, 
fully supporting each other. Ben and his team will 

now go on to represent South Australia in the 
national competitions. Well done.

Unley High School 
Canteen

We’re Hiring.
Unley High School Governing Council proudly operates 
the Unley High School canteen. We are seeking 2 highly 
organised Canteen Assistants 12 hours per week each 

to help with the canteen’s daily operations. The school 
operates under the Right Bite, Easy Guide to Healthy 

Food and Drink Supply for South Australian Schools and 
Preschools. The canteen operates 5 days per week serving 

a population of 1200 students and 110 staff.
We are looking for a person who understands food safety 

& handling techniques and has the ability to prepare 
nutritious meals efficiently in a fast-paced environment.

Wages are on a casual basis according to MA000003: Fast 
Food Industry Award 2010.

For a job description and application process please 
contact the Business Manager Ibi Kanellos on 8394 5400 

or
ibi.kanellos@uhs.sa.edu.au
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We are running the Duke of Edinburgh International Awards 
at Unley High School. 
The Duke of Edinburgh’s International Award is an 
internationally recognised program for young people, 
building their skills to equip them for life and work. By 
creating opportunities for young people to develop skills, 
get physically active, give service and experience adventure, 
the Award can play a critical role in their development.
The choice to do The Duke of Ed is entirely voluntary and 
every Award is different. Each Participant chooses what 
activities they want to take part in for each Section. It is a 

very personal program that offers young people a structure to fulfill their passions and ambitions in a way that suits 
them. Apart from the requirements for each Section, and the safety training requirements for the Adventurous 
Journey Section, the activities a Participant chooses to undertake is entirely up to them. They have the freedom to 
progress through The Duke of Ed according to their personal needs and abilities.
This award allows students to convert a lot of what they are already doing into SACE points once an award unit is 
completed. It also provides a way to give back to the community and get international recognition. It also looks great 
on your resumé.

Meetings are held every second Tuesday at lunchtime in Room 242 with Mr Andy Reavley.
As part of the Award, students need to complete four sections including:

For further information or to register your interest email Mr Reavley at andy.reavley@uhs.sa.edu.au
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PARKING RESTRICTIONS AT
SCHOOLS ARE FOR THE

SAFETY OF YOUR CHILDREN
Local Councils impose a variety of parking
restrictions at and near schools to achieve a safer
environment for your children. These restrictions are
also to optimise traffic movement and safety.

NO STOPPING ZONES - 
These zones are usually adjacent
to school entrances and the
approach and departure sides of
school crossings.

You must not stop your vehicle
in a no stopping zone or on a
solid yellow line, not even for a 
few seconds.

NO PARKING ZONES - 
You may stop in a No Parking 
zone to immediately pick up or set 
down your child, and drive off as 
soon as possible.

No Parking zones are to ensure 
a quick and smooth turnover of 
vehicles.

You must not leave your vehicle parked or 
unattended. If you are going to collect your child from 
this zone, have your child wait nearby in the school 
grounds so they can see you arrive. On your arrival 
they can then leave the school ground, enter your 
vehicle and you can then drive off.

CONTINUOUS WHITE CENTRE LINE - 
If a road has a continuous white centre line, there must 
be 3 metres between the vehicle and the white line.

SCHOOL CROSSINGS - 
You cannot stop within 20m of the approach side
or 10m of the departure side of a school crossing.

S

P

SPEED LIMITS - 
Speeding vehicles in a school zone are highly dangerous 
for children. There is a speed limit of 25 kph, 
designated by the signs and a zigzag line below, any 
time when children are present or when the lights are 
flashing (depending on the type of crossing).
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INTERSECTION OR T-INTERSECTION 
(Restricted Area)

You cannot park 
within 10m of the
intersection.

CROSSING PLACES (driveways) 
You may park so that the front of your vehicle is level 
with the approach or the back is level with the 
departure side of a driveway to any private or public 
property so that vehicles can enter and depart safely.

FOOTPATHS / NATURE STRIPS -  
Parking is prohibited at all times. It creates 
dangerous situations for both pedestrians and other 
vehicles in the vicinity.

DOUBLE PARKING -   
Creates dangerous situations anytime, however the 
danger is increased near schools, especially when 
children are entering or leaving school.
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GET YOUR TICKETS FROM 
OUR WEBSITE

www.af.org.au 

Allons à la Nouvelle-Calédonie ! 
Intensive Language & Study Tour to 

New Caledonia – with homestay 
 

 

Return economy airfares ex Sydney, Brisbane & Melbourne 

Prepaid airport/airline taxes and levies 

Return airport transfers in Noumea 

2 nights' accommodation at Hotel Le Pacifique hotel for students* 

5 nights' homestay accommodation for students in pairs (breakfast /dinner daily) 

Buffet breakfast daily whilst at the hotel 

1 x 3 course dinner (entrée/main/dessert) on last evening at the hotel 

Amedee Lighthouse cruise with buffet lunch 

4 x 3 hour French Language lessons at CREIPAC (includes return transfers for 
students and one way transfers for teachers ) 

The use of our exclusive G.E.T French Language worksheets 

5% New Caledonia service tax plus room tax 

For groups of at least 20 students and 2 teachers
June/July 2018 — from $1 850 (probably $2,000). Includes:

 

email: christina.tedesco@uhs.sa.edu.au

To all our valued canteen volunteers , we really 
appreciate your precious time. Thankyou all.

Jan Hardwick, Teng Chua, Lorraine Brennan, Tammy 
Whittington, Kerry Sinderberry, Leonie Rowe,  

Georgina Chambers, Leanne Hough, Trudie Cain, 
Zuzanna Synusas.

Regards Helen, Elaine, Liz (Canteen Team)
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As part of our ongoing commitment to the environment, all Newsletters are published on 
our school website. Hard copies are no longer issued to students unless specifically
requested. To ensure that you stay informed of our school activities, newsletters and an-
nouncements you must register to be notified of new information posted on our website. 
Visit www.uhs.sa.edu.au click on Announcements and then complete the email subscription 
request. If you are unable to access our website, please write a brief letter which includes 
your student’s name, Home Group and your signature, then pass to your student’s Home 
Group Teacher. Arrangements will then be made for you to receive a hard copy.

TERM 4 DIARY DATES
November 6 - 22 Year 12 Exams
November 21  Year 7 Parent Information Session - George Cresswell Hall    6:30pm
November 21  Year 11 Drama Performance        6:30pm
November 22  Year 12 Art Exhibition 

        

November 23  Middle School Twilight Concert       6:00pm
November 24  Year 8 - 11 Awards Assembly       9:00 - 11:00am
November 27 -29 Year 7 Student Transition Visits
November 27 -Dec 1 Year 11 Exams
December 1  LAST DAY FOR YEAR 11
December 4 - 8 Volleyball Trip
December 4 -8  Basketball Trip
December 5  Governing Council Meeting        7:00pm
December 8  LAST DAY FOR YEAR 10
December 12  Year 8 Showcase
December 13 -14 Year 9 Presentations
December 13  FINAL REPORTS DISTRIBUTED
December 15  LAST DAY OF SCHOOL - EARLY DISMISSAL       12:30pm

TERM 1 2018
January 29  TERM 1 COMMENCES FOR YEARS 8 & 12      8.45am
January 30  TERM 1 COMMENCES FOR YEARS 9, 10 & 11     8.45am
February 16  School Photos
March 9  SPORTS DAY
March 12  PUBLIC HOLIDAY - Adelaide Cup Day
March 17  Head of the River Rowing Regatta
March 30  PUBLIC HOLIDAY - Good Friday
April 2   PUBLIC HOLIDAY - Easter Monday
April 13  LAST DAY OF TERM - EARLY DISMISSAL      2.15pm


