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This newsletter outlines examples of the diverse programs that Unley High School 
students access through their connection to our school. Achievements of our 
young people range across community, academic, arts and cultural endeavours, 
and a wide range of sports. Experiences such as the Duke of Edinburgh Award 
provide great opportunities to build capabilities and teamwork skills, and I thank 
all of the volunteers, parents, staff, coaches and mentors who contribute time and 
effort so our students can reap the benefits. 
One new venture is an Unley High School team entered in the High School 
ESports League (HSEL) 2018 Competition. This national competition is sponsored 
by the Adelaide Crows and has schools from all over the country participating 
in the ESports games of Rocket League and League of Legends. Our school has 
nominated a Rocket League team. This is basically soccer being played by robotic 

cars and I am pleased to announce that our school’s team has won through to the live finals. This means they 
are in the final four teams, two from SA and two from NSW, left from 
over ninety teams from all over the country. The team members are 
Joshua Cudmore, Timothy Chloupek and Team Captain, Aiden Hendry.  
Aiden is a highly skilled Rocket League player and part of the Adelaide 
Crows’ ESports Team. It is a game based around teamwork and the boys 
showcased this in their qualifying round victories. The Live Finals of this 
event are at the Adelaide Convention Centre on Sunday 22 July. This is one 
of the fastest growing sports in the world and it is a real achievement for 
this team to be vying for the national championship. We wish them well 
and thank teacher Andrew Michelmore for his support.

On Friday 6 July, end of Semester 1 reports were given to students for 
transport home. Log in information for parents to book interviews was 
included with these reports, and via email.  It is really rewarding to see the impressive academic achievements 
and genuine progress recorded in the reports. Congratulations to students on their consistent efforts and hard 
work. Where students have not met their personal goals or met school expectations, we encourage parents to 
work with us to develop plans and interventions to address this. We are also working to increase the focus on our 
approved school uniform across this term, and commend the students and parents and Uniform Committee and 
Governing Council who take a positive lead in this area every day.
The first phase of our STEM Works build is ready for some classes to use in Term 3. 

The second phase will require access 
for the builders across the central 
area so we will delay full hand over to 
assist with safe access for the work to 
progress. Landscaping across the front 
of the Kitchener Street building will 
be completed as the last part of this 
process.

I hope you will enjoy reading about 
the many Unley High School successes 
in this edition. We look forward to welcoming students back to 
classes for Term 3 and to Year 12 exams on Monday 23 July, after a 
refreshing holiday. 

Brenda Harris
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Year 11 Road Awareness Program (RAP)
On Monday 25 June our Year 11 students attended an important 
Road Safety presentation by the South Australian Fire Service. The 
Road Awareness Program (RAP) is a powerful, hard-hitting road 
safety presentation delivered by firefighters to both young and 
experienced drivers across South Australia and interstate. Designed 
to give an open and honest insight into the experience of firefighters 
working in road crash rescue, RAP seeks to actively engage and 
empower drivers and other road users through positive peer 
pressure and its core message: “You get to choose the risk; but you 
don’t get to choose the consequences”.

During the presentation, students are given a confronting and realistic insight into road crash trauma including vision of 
real crashes and crash survivors. Real life crash survivors, many now living with permanent disability or loss of a loved 
one, share their stories as part of the presentation. Students often find this element of the presentation emotional, but 
draw inspiration from the crash survivors’ resilience and strength. 
Students learn that road safety is their responsibility and get a clear understanding of the consequences of choices on 
the road.
“The RAP presentation was very useful and eye opening. It made me realise the little mistakes we can make on the road 
while driving and the things we should think about before driving. It was a very good and helpful presentation.” Shreta 
Year 11 student.

Martin Ellis  Year 11 Year Level Manager

The 2018 United Nations Youth Representative, Amos Washington, visited Unley High School 
on Wednesday June 13 as part of his Listening Tour. The Student Voice Council was invited to 
come along to a consultation with Amos to give their thoughts on the question “What would 
Australia look like if young people had more of a say?”. This was Amos’s 84th consultation 
on his tour, where he was listening to the opinions of young people on the issues that affect 
them and those they think are important.

Students participated in a number of activities during the 45 minute session and worked in 
small groups to discuss and record ssues they think are important. Some of the issues that came up included racism, 
discrimination, bullying, taxes, voting age, social media, career opportunities, pressure on young people to be a certain 
way, mental health, sexuality,the environment and identiy.

The students’ opinions will help to form Amos’s presentation to the United Nations in New York later this year, and also 
a report that he will present to the Australian Government in Canberra.

Amos Washington UN Youth 
Representative

Student Voice Report
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In mid-June, Madame Tedesco’s French class joined 
the French Bilingual and French Immersion classes 
on excursion to the Art Gallery to view the ‘Colours 
of  Impressionism’ exhibition. Prior to visiting the Art 
Gallery, students researched the Impressionist style and 
the  social changes that influenced the subject matter 
they would see in the wonderful masterpieces from the 
Musée d’Orsay. This was in order to get the most out of 
the excursion. At the gallery, students were joined by Mrs 
Wilson and  Ms Caudal.

They took fulladvantage of the experience and moved 
around the gallery asking questions, making notes and 
taking photos of their favourite paintings. On returning to the classroom, students participated in conversations with 
Mademoiselle Laurie, our French Assistant about their favourite artist and painting. Monet, Sisley and Signac were the 
firm favourites as were the following paintings: ‘La bassin aux nymphéas’ (The water lily pond), ‘La pie’ (The magpie) 
and ‘La bouée rouge’ (The red buoy). The French Bilingual students presented their favourite paintings and artist to 
the Immersion group. Students appreciated the opportunity to experience a taste of French culture here in Adelaide.

 We would like to thank The Adelaide French Australian Schools Asscociation (AFASA)  who sponsored the excursion 
for the French Bilingual and Immersion classes. 

PAST AND PRESENT MEET AT THE GALLERY
While busy at work, a small group of students were 
approached by a gentleman who commended them 
for their focus and admirably representing their 
school. He was in fact, Mr Bill Ashman,  a former 
student of Unley High and he delighted in sharing a 
few of his stories with us. Mr Ashman attended Unley 
High  School  over 70 years ago and he remembers his 
time here fondly. His wife was also a former student 
and they first met whilst at the school. 

Mme Christina Tedesco, LOTE Coordinator

LOTE (Languages other than English) News
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Debating News

Our Year 8 teams have all worked hard to do their best and have 
continued to improve their skills in each debate. They have had 
mixed results in the three rounds completed so far.
The Blue team won their first two debates against Pembroke School 
Orange and St Dominic’s Priory College Grey arguing ‘that free-range 
and organic eggs are all they are cracked up to be’, but they lost their 
third debate by a narrow margin to Marryatville High School Blue as 
they didn’t manage to convince the audience that the proposal by 
the Strathfield Council for signage in English was a good idea. They 
are now ranked 17th out of 48 state and private school teams and 
have in each debate been awarded best speakers; Alex Graham in the 
first round, Jordan Stevens in the second and Ryder Mathers in the 
third. The students continue to be ably coached by one of our year 
11 students, Henry Thiele-Swift and Mr James Hemphill, Maths and 
Science Teacher. The coaches have helped the students do their best 
including inviting other teachers with specific expertise to help give the 
team information for their next topic which is that it would be foolish to 
recreate Dinosaurs.

The Year 8 Red team came extremely close to defeating the number one ranked team of Glenunga Blue in their third 
debate but just missed out on endorsing Strathfield Council’s change in signage. They unfortunately lost to Mercedes 
College Black in the difficult negative side of the free range egg debate and also to third ranked Pulteney Grammar 
White in their first debate, but they have worked well as a team and improved in each round. Thuy Nguyen has also 
now joined the Red team and will be a welcome addition to the competition. Miss Felicity Williams, HASS teacher has 
continued to support the team as coach and has been impressed with the students’ efforts to learn and improve their 
skills. The fourth round Year 8 debates will be on July 31st at Pembroke Middle School and should be very interesting as 
they debate the idea of recreating Dinosaurs.

Our Year 10 debating team has now had two debates with SADA [South Australian Debating Association] competition 
this year. They have held their own in this new style of debating competition which includes Point of Information and 
many more short preparation debates. They have been congratulated on their sophisticated arguments making it very 
hard for the opposition to win by more than a very narrow margin. Having had a bye in Round One, they were defeated 
by St Peters Senior College V as they just couldn’t quite manage to convince the adjudicator that social media are good 
for democracy. In Round Three it was again extremely close and unfortunately Seymour I managed to convince the 
adjudicator that we should raise the retirement age. Isaac Thiele-Swift and Jack 
Cheshire continue to volunteer each week to come in and coach the team at 
lunchtimes and before school. We are very appreciative of their efforts. The next 
debate will be a secret topic and the team will have to travel to St Ignatius College 
to take part on Wednesday August 1st. Spectators are welcome to all debates and 
information about the competition is available on the Debatingsa website for year 
8 teams and at the SADA website for the Year 10 team.

I have been impressed with the efforts of both coaches and students and in 
the quality and level of skill displayed by all participants so far. I also want to 
thank the parents and family members who continue to support their students’ 
endeavour in public speaking by attending debates and providing transport.

Sue Wendt - English Coordinator

UnleyHigh School Year 8 Red Team
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Earlier in June, the 8509 English class visited 
part of Mitcham Primary School’s Reception 
cohort. As part of a unit of work on myths, 
legends, fairy tales and fables, students were 
required to rewrite an interpretation of a 
narrative they chose for themselves. They 
converted their interpretation into a play 
script and designed a stage performance 
suitable for a group of Reception-age children. 
The culmination of this work was a final 
performance of all plays in front of three 
Reception classes.  The plays incorporated 
age-appropriate humour, excellent acting and a 
variety of gorgeous supporting props including 
on-screen clay animation, films, and colourful 
and creative costumes. Both students and staff 
were awed by the performances. Mitcham 
Primary Staff also commented upon the 
mature and respectful manner with which our students conducted themselves. 

Sincere thanks to Helen Burtenshaw from Mitcham Primary School for on-site coordination of our visit, and to the 
other Reception teachers who kindly allowed us to perform to their classes.

Melanie Simpson  English Teacher

English News

Maths News
Superstar Maths teacher Eddie Woo, whose online lessons have 
generated almost 17 million YouTube views worldwide, rocked 
Adelaide in his recent visit to fire up South Australian students to 
inspire their passion for mathematics.

 
Woo, the head Mathematics teacher at NSW’s Cherrybrook 
Technology High School started posting videos online in 2012 for 
a student who was sick with cancer and missing a lot of school. 
He now has over 300,000 subscribers to Wootube, his YouTube 
channel.

 
Overall, 2,500  local teachers, community members and students 
attended events where Eddie shared his story and approaches to 
working with young people.
 
Eddie’s visit has been arranged by the Australia Day Council SA, 
the Department for Education and Catholic Education South 
Australia, and follows Eddie being named 2018 NSW Local Hero in 
the Australian of the Year awards.

Unley High School was fortunate to have the opportunity to 
attend this event held at Brighton Secondary School. Mr Pappas’s 
Year 8 Maths class went along to the presentation and reported 
that they found it inspiring and a lot of fun.

To visit wootube click here
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Earlier this term the Year 12 cohort excitedly attended their formal night at the Hilton Hotel. Two hundred and 
thirty students and twenty five teachers had the opportunity to come together and celebrate the five years which 
the year level had shared. Decorated as a ‘winter wonderland’,  the ballroom was illuminated with blue lights and 
snowflakes, while the tables were embellished with elegant white trees and tea light candles; a spectacular way to 
set the scene for a prestigious celebration.  
 
The dance floor was filled throughout the night, with guests, teachers and students celebrating together. A 
highlight of the evening was the award presentation which saw several students awarded with sashes and 
certificates for various awards such as “Most Creative”, “Gym Junkie” and “Class Clown”, just to name a few. 
The surprise appearance of a photo booth was greatly appreciated by the students and provided them with a 
memento of the night. 
 
The Formal Committee’s hard work and extensive preparation throughout the year ensured that the night was 
successful. The work of the MC’s Antonia Nirta and Samuel Nhamussua must also be acknowledged as they 
assisted in making sure the evening ran smoothly. A special thank you must go to Ms Williams for her dedication in 
leading the Committee and volunteering her time to ensure the night was a memorable one.

Anastasia Pericleous - Year 12 Formal Committee member

Year 12 Formal

 The Duke of Edinburgh Award is an 
international award which allows students 
to be recognised for many of the extra-
curricular activities they already do, while 
also pushing students to get out of their 
comfort zones and try something new. 
Students complete four sections; Service, 
Skill, Physical Recreation and Adventurous 
Journey, all which allow for personal growth. The next meeting will be held on Wednesday 25 July in Room 515 at 
lunchtime. Newcomers welcome.

 Kylie Ho, current Year 10 student, provides a greater insight into the experience for students:

 Last year, I walked into my first Duke of Edinburgh meeting hoping to add another credential to my resumé. Nine 
months later, I have gained invaluable experience that will last a lifetime.

 The three components I have completed so far have each been beneficial in their own way. The skill section prompted 
me to seek opportunities to learn volleyball refereeing. The service section ensured that I maintain my commitment to 
weekly St John Ambulance training. The physical recreation section put my organisational skills to the test as I juggled 
aerobics trainings and school work.

 The final step is the Adventurous Journey, where we plan and execute an overnight trip to combine teamwork with 
fun. I encourage you all to come along to our next meeting and experience the Duke of Ed for yourself – you never 
know what might come out of it.

 Priscilla Stanton - Duke of Ed Coordinator
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Year 12 Drama
The Year 12 Drama class performed ’The Gut Girls’, by Sarah 
Daniels in the Performing Arts Centre on June 7th and 8th.  
‘The Gut Girls’ is set in the abattoirs of London in 1900 and 
follows the experiences of the women who work there and the 
people who want to help them improve their lives.

The June 8 performance was the exam, worth 30% of the 
year’s mark. The rehearsal process was very demanding, with 
students learning lines and developing their characters to 
performance standard. They then had to establish believable 
relationships with other characters and learn to use the set and 
the props appropriately.

Both performances were well received by the audiences who 
responded warmly to the characters. Thanks to Marie Vovos and Chris Martin for their front of house support. 

Melissa Geddie - Year 12 Drama teacher

Duke of Ed News
 The Duke of Edinburgh Award is an 

international award which allows students 
to be recognised for many of the extra-
curricular activities they already do, while 
also pushing students to get out of their 
comfort zones and try something new. 
Students complete four sections; Service, 
Skill, Physical Recreation and Adventurous 
Journey, all which allow for personal growth. The next meeting will be held on Wednesday 25 July in Room 515 at 
lunchtime. Newcomers welcome.

 Kylie Ho, current Year 10 student, provides a greater insight into the experience for students:

 Last year, I walked into my first Duke of Edinburgh meeting hoping to add another credential to my resumé. Nine 
months later, I have gained invaluable experience that will last a lifetime.

 The three components I have completed so far have each been beneficial in their own way. The skill section prompted 
me to seek opportunities to learn volleyball refereeing. The service section ensured that I maintain my commitment to 
weekly St John Ambulance training. The physical recreation section put my organisational skills to the test as I juggled 
aerobics trainings and school work.

 The final step is the Adventurous Journey, where we plan and execute an overnight trip to combine teamwork with 
fun. I encourage you all to come along to our next meeting and experience the Duke of Ed for yourself – you never 
know what might come out of it.

 Priscilla Stanton - Duke of Ed Coordinator
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Sport at Unley High never stops. Let’s take some time to look back on the past term…

Over 20 teams have competed in knockout sport, vying for State Championships. 
Congratulations on Finals appearances from our Open Girls Softball and Open Boys Touch 
teams, who finished 4th and 6th respectively. Both teams were very young, and optimistic 
that they can build on these results going forward. It’s an exciting time for soccer at Unley, 
with both our Open Boys and Year 10 Boys teams through to the second round after stirring 
wins. The Opens defeated Brighton Secondary 6-3, thanks to some terrific team play, and 
a hat-trick from Anthony Mavrolambados. The Year 10s rallied from 3-1 down to force 
their game against Soccer Academy School Gleeson College into a tense penalty shoot-out, 
winning 4-3 – notable mention to Matt Dessman who also finished with a hat-trick.  
Also through to the 2nd round is our Open Boys Badminton team, after defeating Pasadena 

and Oakbank, led by seniors Jerome Tay and SeokHee Lee. Supercoach old scholar Paul Yik expects the team to give St Peters and 
Adelaide High School all they can handle in the second round.

We are represented by over 250 students in Soccer, Basketball, Football, Rugby, Netball, 
Badminton and Volleyball across 25 regular weekly teams, with all displaying outstanding 
talent, effort and sportsmanship. It’s great to once again have an Unley team participating 
in the Saturday morning competition. An exciting first for this year is our involvement in 
schoolboys Rugby, with Andrew Meurant helping to lead an amalgamated team including 
players from Scotch, Urrbrae, Mercedes and Concordia. The completion of Term 1 saw 
victories to both our Open Boys Indoor Soccer team and Year 8/9 Boys Tennis team, as well 
as a gold medal for our Boys Beach Volleyball team – well done everyone.

Year 10 Ethan Birrane competed in the Under 
17 Grade of the School Sport SA Cycling 
Tour Championship held at McLaren Vale 
and Sellicks Beach. The Tour consisted of four 
stages including a 10km time trial and two road 
races. Ethan finished 2nd overall -  Congratulations 
Ethan.

Congratulations to Year 11 student James Tavui 
for his selection in the U18 State Schoolboys 
Rugby team, competing on the Gold Coast in July. 

Also congratulations to Year 9 Sam Tosh on his selection as a reserve for the Under 16 State 
Basketball team. 

Term 3 Sport resumes as normal in week 1, with many teams pushing for finals. There are 
many more knockout matches ahead, and the Volleyballers take centre stage during the 
Volleyball SA Schools Cup in early August. Term 3/4 sport nomination forms will be available 
early in Term 3. There is always something going on, keep an eye out.

Many old scholars have made their mark in the sports world over the last few months…

- Jesse Aungles won gold in the Men’s SM8 200m Individual Swimming 
Medley at the Commonwealth Games

- Terry Nickolas also represented Australia at the Commonwealth Games in 
boxing, making the quarter finals. 

- Chantel and Santo Bongiovanni have been selected to represent Australia 
in the Powerchair Hockey World Championships to be played in Italy in 
September.

- Maddi Shaw refereed in the FIBA 3-on-3 Challenger Basketball series 
played in Sydney.

Tim Shortt - Sports Coordinator

Sports News
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In the lead up to subject selection 
counselling which will begin early 
in Term 3, Unley High School will 
be hosting a parent and student 
University Information session. This 
session will be held on Monday 30 
July at 6.30 in the George Cresswell 
Hall. Parents and students from 
Years 10 through to 12 are invited 
to attend. Students in these year 
levels will also attend a University 
information session during extended 
Home Group on the same day. 

Representatives from The University 
of Adelaide, Flinders University 
and Uni SA will be in attendance. 
They will each give a presentation 
showcasing what they have to offer 
and will also be available to answer 
more individual questions.
On Mondays of the following three 
weeks  6 -20 August, each of the 
universities will come back to the 
school to run sessions for Year 12 
students. The schedule will be:
Mon 6 August - Uni SA
Mon 13 August - Adelaide Uni
Mon 20 August - Flinders Uni

Students and parents may also wish 
to visit the universities on their Open 
Days where they can explore the 
campuses and visit specific faculties 
to gain a better understanding on 
what is on offer. 

Flinders University hold their Open 
Days on Friday 10 and Saturday 
11 August while the University of 
Adelaide plus Uni SA will hold thieir 
Open Day on Sunday 12 August. The 
timing of the Open Days should allow  
families to visit all the campuses if 
required.

Andrew Hall - Student wellbeing 
coordinator

University Open Days
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ACCEPTABLE

NOT ACCEPTABLE

Acceptable Length for Girls Dress, Shorts and Skirt
is 10cm above the knee (one hand’s width).
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UNLEY HIGH SCHOOL

Leather Lace-Up

T-Bar 

Appropriate School Uniform Shoes
Leather Lace-Up, Leather T-Bar, closed toe shoes for occupational health and safety.

UNLEY HIGH SCHOOL

Save the Date
Greek Spring Dance

hosted by the 
Greek Parents’ Committee

22 September 2018
7.00pm
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As part of our ongoing commitment to the environment, all Newsletters are published on 
our school website. Hard copies are no longer issued to students unless specifically
requested. To ensure that you stay informed of our school activities, newsletters and an-
nouncements you must register to be notified of new information posted on our website. 
Visit www.uhs.sa.edu.au click on Announcements and complete the email subscription 
request. If you are unable to access our website, please write a brief note including your 
student’s name, Home Group and your signature, to your student’s Home Group Teacher. 
Arrangements will then be made for you to receive a hard copy.

Diary Dates
Term 3
23 July   First Day of Term 3          8.45am
23- 27 July   Year 12 Mid Year Exams
30 July - 11 August Kyoto Study Tour Visit
4 - 11 August  Year 9 Ski Trip
6 August  Parent Voice Meeting
14 August  Year 11 & 12 Meningococcal B vaccinations
14 August  Governing Council meeting        7.00pm
15 August  Parent Teacher Interviews                    12.00 -8.00pm
22 - 24 August  Addams Family Musical - George Cresswell Hall    
29 August  Year 10 Subject Selection Interviews       1.30 - 8.00pm
31 August   School Closure Day - Royal Adelaide Show
3 September  Student Free Day - Teacher Development
5 September  Year 11 Subject Selection interviews       1.30 -8.00pm
6 -10 September Spring Rowing Camp
18 September  Governing Council Meeting        7.00pm
19 September  Year 10 RYDA Road Safety Program
22 September  Greek Spring Dance         7.00 pm
27 September  Annual Music Showcase
28 September   Last Day of Term 3 - Early Dismissal       2.15pm

Term 4
15 October  First Day - Term 4         8.45 am
26 October  Year 12 Graduation Assembly        9.00 - 11.00am
29 October  Parent Voice Meeting         6.30 -8.00 pm
31 October  Principal’s Tour         9.30 -11.00 am
5 -21 November  Year 12 Exams  
6 November  Governing Council Meeting        7.00 pm
20 November  Twilight Music concert        6.00 pm
21 November  Year 12 Art Exhibition         6.00 pm
22 November  Year 8 - 11 Awards Assembly        9.00 - 11.00am
23 November  Student Free Day for Teacher Development
26 -29 November Year 11 Exams
29 November   Last Day Year 11
30 November   Cabaret - George Cresswell Hall       7.00pm
7 December  Last Day Year 10
11 December  Governing Council Meeting        7.00 pm
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