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School context and highlights
Our school has a distinguished history dating from 1910. We continue to pride ourselves on students’ academic, sporting,
cultural and social successes, and on their contributions to the community.
We remain committed to the core values of respect, excellence, diversity and community as embodied in our motto – The
Utmost for the Highest.
Unley High School offers a wide-ranging educational program. Young people also flourish in a variety of co-curricular activities
expanding their areas of interest and skill. Activities include the Duke of Edinburgh Award, Southern STEM Expo, E- Sports,
Debating, Drama Productions, Peer Support program, Public Speaking, Air Force Cadets, Vocal groups, Concert Band, Jazz
Ensemble, Coding Club, Arts Week and competitions associated with Gifted Education. A highlight in 2019 was the E-Sports
team winning the National Title for a second year running in Melbourne.
State and National competitions with a focus on STEM subjects offer students a chance to test their skills and creative thinking.
Camps support the curriculum, and foster social development, and include the Melbourne Arts trip, Year 9 Ski Trip, Year 8
Orientation Camps, Rowing and Outdoor Education Camps.
Tours are run to complement learning in Languages, Arts, Humanities or Technology. The range of cultural events, sports and
physical challenges, exhibitions and plays is inclusive and varied. In 2019 the French Bilingual and French Immersion pathway
continued, as well as the new STEM curriculum taking advantage of our newly opened facilities.
The school offers an excellent range of sports for students focusing on participation and engagement. Sports include
badminton, basketball, cricket, football, indoor soccer, soccer, table tennis, tennis, touch and volleyball. Students access
knockout team competitions and elite individual events such as surf lifesaving or athletics. Unley is involved in inter-school
Swimming and Athletics carnivals. Rowing is strong both an extra curricula sport and as a specialized subject.
As part of the International Student Program through International Education Services, this year the school hosts 92 overseas
fee-paying students.
We offer a LINK Program for students with physical disabilities. This provides a structured transition into secondary education.
Student Voice leaders and Prefects elected annually by their peers, participate in decision making and explore ways for
students to contribute to the community.

Governing council report
In 2018 we reported on the successful campaigning to receive $20M in funding from the SA Department of Education’s capital
works program. While there was an attempt to link this funding with the transition of year 7 students to high school, a spirited
defence by the school’s senior leadership and the Governing Council has secured an additional $12.5M. This will enable the
realisation of our vision for the future growth of the school including welcoming year 7 students in 2022.
In other infrastructure news, the STEM centre was opened by the Local Member for Waite. This inspiring teaching space has
been put through its paces by students and also played host to the STEM teachers Expo. The air conditioning in the George
Cresswell hall is now up and running and will bring some welcome relief this summer. This was the result of hard work of fund
raising over many years by the school community. The next couple of years will be challenging as we manage the needs of
students with the planned upgrade to facilities.
In sports, we had a record growth in the number of rowers this year and successful participation in a number of regattas
throughout the season. Support of staff and parents makes this a true representation of the strength of the Unley High School
community.
To rival this established program however, we now have a group of dedicated students, parents and staff engaged in the Pedal
Prix. From humble beginnings the team has achieved significant results and can only go from strength to strength judging by
the enthusiasm and commitment of those involved. Congratulations also to the META Rocket League team who defended their
title in Melbourne to be back to back winners.
This year has also been one of change. Mr Greg Rolton acted as principal whilst Ms Harris took leave. He has since been
appointed as principal when Ms Harris announced her retirement. The smooth running of the school over the past year is a
testament to the strength of the leadership team Ms Harris had in place and the efforts of these individuals. The Governing
Council would like to thank all those involved.
We have welcomed some new faces to the Governing Council and said farewell to others. The school community was
saddened by the death of Frank Horvat, one of our dedicated council members. Caroline Hill has retired and deserves a vote of
thanks as she has served as an assiduous treasurer over many years. We thank Rohan Richards who has taken over the role.
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Improvement planning - review and evaluate
Unley High School began 2019 with a new Site Improvement Plan that focused on improvement goals in three key areas:
1. To increase student achievement in Literacy
2. To increase student achievement in Numeracy
3. To increase student achievement and engagement through improved Pedagogy
All teachers were involved in identifying 'challenges of practice' and then whole school Literacy and Numeracy maps were
collaboratively developed to include checking points throughout the year and the collection of data to monitor improvement. As
major indicator of success the school chose NAPLAN test results as an important measurement.
Professional development was provided to develop stronger systems for 'checking for understanding' so that teachers could
track individual student improvement, engagement and provide intervention where needed to improve success. This also led to
a new assessment reporting system through our Learner Management System where teachers publish results for two major
assessment pieces per term in real time. Parents now have access to four reports plus the end of semester report to better
track their child's progress.
Professional Learning Teams (PLT) continue to be the important planning and curriculum improvement vehicle for teachers
where they work collaboratively to improve learning outcomes for students. This year we provided a two tier system of
Curriculum Area PLTs and Cross Curricula PLTs to enhance the goals of the Site Improvement Plan.
2019 saw the implementation of the new STEM curriculum at Year 8 and Year 10. Year 8 STEM provided a curriculum
combining Design and Technology with Science in the new STEM teaching spaces. Students were involved in designing,
planning and building starting from a question through to inventing or finding a solution rather than following a recipe for a
predetermined result. Year 10 STEM provided design thinking and accelerated science for keen science students as well as
rewarding them with SACE credits to be used in senior school the following year. These same Year 8 and Year 10 students
became the backbone of a STEM Expo for 50 visiting teachers from across the state to view our new curriculum, new teaching
spaces and to share STEM resources.
Our Year 11 and Year 12 SACE courses continue to be a strong part of the academic success of our school along with over
forty Vocational Education and Training options offered across the inner south.
Community connections occur through a range of avenues including committees like the Parent Voice Committee and Rowing
Club, and events like Acquaintance Nights. This provides opportunities for parents to have input into aspects of Unley High
School. We also look for curriculum opportunities to link authentically to local and global communities.
Parent involvement was strong. The Parent Voice committee met regularly. They worked closely with the school to reflect on
policies and uniforms and to provide input into curriculum and STEM developments. Parents contributed to Open Night and to
Exhibitions and coaching of debating and sports teams. Families used our the Learner Management System and Google
Classroom to keep up with student work requirements. Parents attended Parent Teacher Nights, Greek Spring Dance, the
Career Expo and the Year 8 & 9 showcase presentations of achievements to families.
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Performance Summary
NAPLAN Proficiency
The Department for Education Standard of Educational Achievement (SEA) is defined as children and
young people progressing and achieving at or above their appropriate year level. For NAPLAN, this is
students achieving in proficiency bands 1 or more above the national minimum standard for reading and
numeracy. The graph below identifies the percentage of non-exempt students enrolled in the school at the
time of NAPLAN testing, who have demonstrated achievement in NAPLAN proficiency bands at or above
the SEA for reading and numeracy.

Reading

Data Source: Department for Education special extract from National Assessment Program Literacy and Numeracy (NAPLAN) SA TAA data
holdings, August 2019.
*NOTE: Reporting of data not provided when less than six students in the respective cohort. A blank graph may imply student count being less
than six across all cohorts.

Numeracy

Data Source: Department for Education special extract from National Assessment Program Literacy and Numeracy (NAPLAN) SA TAA data
holdings, August 2019.
*NOTE: Reporting of data not provided when less than six students in the respective cohort. A blank graph may imply student count being less
than six across all cohorts.
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NAPLAN progress
The data below represents the growth of students from 2017 to 2019 in the NAPLAN test relative to students
with the same original score, presented in quartiles.

Reading
NAPLAN progression

Year 7-9

State (average)

Upper progress group

34%

25%

Middle progress group

47%

50%

Lower progress group

18%

25%

Data Source: Department for Education special extract from Data Reporting & Analytics Directorate, August 2019.
*NOTE: Reporting of data not provided when less than six students in the respective cohort (shown with an asterisk). Due to rounding of percentages,
data may not add up to 100%.

Numeracy
NAPLAN progression

Year 7-9

State (average)

Upper progress group

31%

25%

Middle progress group

48%

50%

Lower progress group

21%

25%

Data Source: Department for Education special extract from Data Reporting & Analytics Directorate, August 2019.
*NOTE: Reporting of data not provided when less than six students in the respective cohort (shown with an asterisk). Due to rounding of percentages,
data may not add up to 100%.

NAPLAN upper two bands achievement
This measure shows the number of non-exempt students enrolled at the time of NAPLAN testing who have demonstrated
achievement in the relevant NAPLAN higher bands.

No. of students who sat No. of students achieving in % of students achieving in
the test^
the upper two bands
the upper two bands**
Reading

Numeracy

Reading

Numeracy

Reading

Numeracy

Year 9 2019

239

239

58

64

24%

27%

Year 9 2017-19 average

234.3

234.3

49.3

55.3

21%

24%

Data Source: Department for Education special extract from NAPLAN SA TAA data holdings, August 2019.
^includes absent and withdrawn students.
*Reporting of data not provided when less than six students in the respective cohort.
**Percentages have been rounded off to the nearest whole number.
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South Australian Certificate of Education - SACE
SACE Stage 2 grades – percentage of grades that are C- or above
for attempted SACE subjects (SEA)
2016

2017

2018

2019

96%

96%

97%

97.5%

Data Source: SACE Schools Data reports, extracted February 2019.
*NOTE: Reporting of data not provided when less than six students in the respective cohort. Data excludes non-A to E and Withdrawn
Not Graded subject results.

SACE Stage 2 grade distribution
Grade

2016

2017

2018

2019

A+

3%

1%

3%

0.97%

A

9%

11%

12%

9.39%

A-

12%

14%

15%

17.4%

B+

17%

17%

16%

19.48%

B

16%

16%

16%

16.99%

B-

13%

14%

14%

11.74%

C+

11%

11%

10%

10.91%

C

10%

8%

8%

7.04%

C-

4%

4%

4%

3.59%

D+

1%

1%

1%

1.66%

D

2%

1%

1%

0.28%

D-

1%

1%

0%

0.14%

E+

0%

0%

0%

0.00%

E

0%

0%

0%

0.14%

E-

0%

0%

0%

0.28%

N

0%

0%

0%

0.00%

Data Source: SACE Schools Data reports, extracted February 2019.
*NOTE: Reporting of data not provided when less than six students in the respective cohort. Due to rounding of percentages, data
may not add up to 100%.

SACE completion - percentage of completers out of those
students who had the potential to complete their SACE in
October that year
2016

2017

2018

2019

97%

97%

99%

97%

Data Source: SACE Schools Data reports, extracted February 2019.
*NOTE: Reporting of data not provided when less than six students in the respective cohort.

Percentage of year 12 students undertaking
vocational training or trade training
Percentage of year 12 students attaining a year
12 certificate or equivalent VET qualification

2016

2017

2018

2019

37

37

39

46

17.8%

15.6%

20.6%

31.7%
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School performance comment
Student results over four years show a consistent range of high achievement and exciting improvement in Literacy and
Numeracy in the Middle years through NAPLAN improvement.
SACE Stage 2 Outcomes
The outcomes overall for Unley High School's SACE students are excellent and students are to be congratulated for their
achievements. The 2019 cohort was our smallest year level due to decreased enrollment in their starting year five years ago.
Unley High School students % achievement of A- and above grades 27.9%. (State 27.6%)
Merits
The following information outlines Unley High School A+ with Merit awardees, and we congratulate all the students and
recognise the hard work of their teachers.
Natasha Evans – Research Project & English
Alex Hristodoulopoulos – Communication Products (CAD)
Kylie Ho – Biology
Arina Kuznetsova – Russian
Other students achieving A+
Kate Hendry – Visual Art: Art & Research Project
Anneliese Lo Basso – Communication Products (CAD)
Stella Page – Dance
ATAR
Highest ATAR 98.5 was achieved by Natasha Evans
From 190 completers –
ATAR above 90 were 14 students = 9%
ATAR between 80 & 90 were 36 students = 25%
Total ATARs over 80 were 50 students = 34%
SACE Stage 1 Outcomes
Highlights from 2019 include an increase in A grades from 30% to 33% and a decrease in D or less grades from 8% to 7%.
NAPLAN Analysis
In 2019 NAPLAN results were outstanding with significant increases in both Literacy and Numeracy. In Literacy students above
the Standard of Educational Achievement (SEA) grew from 78% to 87%. In Numeracy from 79% to 88%. The biggest
breakthrough was in writing where success had declined previously but rebounded this year. NAPLAN writing results compared
with 2018 improved from 57% to 77% above National Standard (NMS) and from 5% to 21% retainment in higher bands
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Attendance
Year level

2016

2017

2018

2019

Year 8

93.2%

94.0%

94.0%

93.8%

Year 9

91.7%

92.0%

92.4%

91.5%

Year 10

91.5%

92.8%

92.1%

92.2%

Year 11

92.7%

92.6%

92.0%

91.3%

Year 12

92.0%

92.4%

91.4%

92.7%

Secondary other

95.3%

Total

92.2%

96.5%
92.8%

92.4%

92.3%

Data Source: Site Performance Reporting System (SPER), Semester 1 attendance.
Note: A blank cell indicates there were no students enrolled.

Attendance comment
Attendance rate across all year levels has been similar across the last four years. Parents notify the school of explained
absences by phone, text, note or email. Unexplained absence is followed up by contact to home from Home Group teachers.
Requests for exemptions are generally for family holidays and travel overseas and in older students exemption to begin
employment. In 2019 the number of requests for exemption increased dramatically from 1986 total days to 2500 days and from
179 students to 758 students. While more parents are taking students out of school the length of time has reduced
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Behaviour support comment
In 2019 the school had five reported incidents of bullying involving seven individual students.
In each case restorative justice processes are applied along with a period of suspension from school.
This number represents a very low percentage of the student cohort and is equivalent to the number and type of incidents
recorded in the previous year.

Client opinion summary
Annual ACARA accredited surveys are used with students and parents. The method is a randomized and anonymous sample.
Student Opinion Survey
Between 2018 and 2019 students' opinions have improved positivity in 4 of the 12 of measures and was stable in the remaining
eight. This is an excellent outcome. The positive results include 'I feel safe at school', 'My school looks for ways to improve', 'My
school gives me the opportunity to do interesting things' and 'My school takes students opinions seriously.
Parent Opinion Survey
The Parent Opinion Survey shows improvement across 9 of the 14 areas. Parents express the opinion that their child is treated
fairly at Unley High School and feels safe. Positive opinions were also in areas of the school looking for ways to improve
student progress and behaviour management.
Staff Opinion Survey
The perspective survey was postponed by DfE till 2020 in all South Australian schools.
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Intended destination
School
Leave Reason

Number

%

Employment

8

2.4%

Interstate/Overseas

33

9.9%

Other

2

0.6%

Seeking Employment

7

2.1%

Tertiary/TAFE/Training

11

3.3%

Transfer to Non-Govt School

23

6.9%

Transfer to SA Govt School

33

9.9%

Unknown

215

64.8%

0

NA

Unknown (TG - Not Found)

Data Source: Education Department School Administration System (EDSAS) Data extract Term 3 2019.

Relevant history screening
All teaching and support staff have a current history screening either via valid DHS/DCSI child-related employment screening
until it expires and then the WWCC (Working with children check) as part of their registration process.
All teacher registrations involve a 100 point check.
All certificates are uploaded direct to the DfE portal.
All staff are up to date with compulsory RAN-EC certification.
Screening approval for volunteers are recorded.
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Qualifications held by the teaching workforce and
workforce composition
All teachers at this school are qualified and registered with the SA Teachers Registration Board.
Qualification Level

Number of Qualifications

Bachelor Degrees or Diplomas

157

Post Graduate Qualifications

81

Data Source: Department for Education HR Management Reporting System, extracted Term 3 2019.

Please note: Staff who have more than 1 qualification will be counted more than once in the above qualification
table. Therefore the total number of staff by qualification type may be more than the total number of teaching
staff.

Workforce composition including Indigenous staff
Teaching Staff

Non-Teaching Staff

Indigenous

Non-Indigenous

Indigenous

Non-Indigenous

0.0

84.5

0.0

24.2

0

96

0

32

Full-Time Equivalents
Persons

Data Source: Department for Education HR Management Reporting System, extracted Term 3 2019.

Financial statement
Funding Source
Grants: State
Grants: Commonwealth
Parent Contributions
Fund Raising
Other

Amount
$11,631,973

$530,996
$1,400,435

$47,848

$1,375,100

Data Source: Education Department School Administration System (EDSAS).

2019 school annual report: Tier 2 funding report*
*Tier 2 funding provides additional resources to support students who are unlikely to obtain the desired outcomes without further support.

Tier 2 funding
section

Targeted funding for
individual students

Targeted funding for
groups of students

Program funding for
all students

Other discretionary
funding

Tier 2 category (where applicable
to the site)

Briefly describe how the 2019 funding was used to improve the relevant Outcomes achieved or progress
Standard of Educational Achievement (SEA) outcomes
made towards these outcomes

Improved behaviour management and Not applicable
engagement

Not applicable

Improved outcomes for students with
an additional language or dialect

1.3 Teacher funding and 6.5 BSSO funding supported EAL classes for years
8/9/10/11/12 students who were identified as meting the criteria and in need of smaller
class size

Outcomes for SACE students showed
improvements in grades achieved

Improved outcomes for students with
disabilities

Funding for students was used to provide SSO support in core and elective class via
our Personalised Learning Team

Students achieved completion of
subjects and courses

Improved outcomes for
• rural and isolated students
• Aboriginal students
• numeracy and literacy
including early years support
First language maintenance and
development
Students taking alternative pathways
Learning difficulties grant

5.04 funding for an ACEO and extra site funds for our counselor supported our
Aboriginal Students.

A successful year for students with all
above SEA and our Y12 student
achieving SACE and University
entrance.
VET & pre-SACE combinations

FLO funding supported 26 students via off-site programs through the main provider of
Relationships Australia.
STEM professional Development funds and Thinking Maths supported Numeracy
improvement

Improved NAPLAN

Collaborative Moderation work was undertaken with out Mitcham Plains Partnership
colleagues

Success supports continuation in 2020

Australian Curriculum
Aboriginal languages programs
initiatives

Not applicable

Not applicable

Better schools funding

Funds supported Literacy class for year 8/9 identified students and Numeracy class for
Year 9 provided perosnalised Maths support

Excellent NAPLAN improvement in
2019

Specialist school reporting (as
required)

Funding continued for the growth of the French Bilingual Program

French Bilingual / Bi-national
expanded into Year 9 in 2019

Improved outcomes for gifted students No funding received

Primary school counsellor (if
applicable)

Not applicable

